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COURSE OUTLINE

    
VET 100
   
 Choosing the Right Pet for Your Family

    1

Course Number             

     
Course Title                              


Credits

 1
  
   
   
     
       

   
       

5 weeks
Class or   
Laboratory   
Clinical or Studio
Practicum, 

Course Length

Lecture
Work Hours
Hours


Co-op, Internship          (15 week,

Hours









10 week, etc.)  


Not Applicable
                                      


 none_________________
Performance on an Examination/Demonstration

Alternate Delivery Methods

(Placement Score (if applicable); minimum CLEP score) (Online, Telecourse [give title of videos])

Required Materials:

<none>
Catalog Description: 

A survey of domestic pets. Course provides information to help students understand the criteria they need to know in order to select the appropriate pet for their family. 
Prerequisites:  
                     

Corequisites:  

None





None

Latest Review:  Summer 2012
 

Course Coordinator Linda Bregstein Scherr, scherrl@mccc.edu; (609) 570-3839

Available Resources: 

Learning Center Resources:  

No tutors or study groups as of now. 

Course-Level Student Learning Outcomes
 
Students will be able to:

1. describe the characteristics of a variety of common household pets.

2. analyze the characteristics of domestic animals to determine the appropriate pet for their family. 
3. identify the distinguishing characteristics (size, temperament, medical considerations) of the top 10 breeds of dogs.
4. construct an essay that presents a clear thesis, a persuasive argument, and uses detailed evidence to support the choice of domestic pet.
5. analyze the top 10 most common domestic pets, thus displaying a sense of informed perspective and a deeper appreciation of animals.
General Education Knowledge Goals:

· Goal 1. Communication. Students will communicate effectively in both speech and writing.

· Goal 5. Social Science. Students will use social science theories and concepts to analyze human behavior and social and political institutions and to act as responsible citizens.

· Goal 8. Diversity. Students will understand the importance of a global perspective and culturally diverse peoples.

· Goal 9. Ethical Reasoning and Action. Students will understand ethical issues and situations.
Gen Ed Core Skills:

· Goal A. Written and Oral Communication in English. Students will communicate effectively in speech and writing, and demonstrate proficiency in reading.

· Goal B. Critical Thinking and Problem-solving. Students will use critical thinking and problem solving skills in analyzing information.

· Goal C. Ethical Decision-Making. Students will recognize, analyze and assess ethical issues and situations.

· Goal D. Information Literacy. Students will recognize when information is needed and have the knowledge and skills to locate, evaluate, and effectively use information for college level work.

· Goal G. Intra-Cultural and Inter-Cultural Responsibility. Students will demonstrate an awareness of the responsibilities of intelligent citizenship in a diverse and pluralistic society, and will demonstrate cultural, global, and environmental awareness.

Examinations and Required Work.   

Instructors have some discretion in determining the format and content of required work.  However, written and verbal assignments in any history course are designed to help students develop the General Education skills (historical perspective, critical thinking, information literacy, writing, and public speaking) listed above. Instructors will emphasize these goals in their assignments and should state them in their written and verbal instructions to the students.

Units of Study in Detail. The units of study listed below do not correspond to chapters in a textbook.  Rather, the broad units, and the student learning outcomes associated with each unit, are universal for Animal Kingdom survey courses.  

Unit I:  Animals as Human Companions: From Anteaters to Zebras
Unit II. Dogs

Unit Learning Objectives. Students will be able to:

· Discuss the characteristics of the top 10 breeds of dogs (size, color, behavior, longevity, temperament, exercise needs, etc.).
· Analyze the connection between age, sex, and temperament of dogs.
· Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of places to obtain a dog (kennel, breeder, rescue group, shelter) 

· Assess the health of a dog

· Describe the steps needed to prepare a home for a new dog
· Extrapolate the costs of maintaining a healthy dog (food, training, toys, health care, grooming, etc.)
Unit III. Cats
Unit Learning Objectives. Students will be able to:
· Discuss how awesome and cute cats are

· Analyze why someone might be crazy enough to choose a dog over a cat

Unit IV. Gerbils, Hamsters, Ferrets, and Other Rodents

Unit V. Reptiles and the Disgusting Things They Eat
Unit VI. Why Birds Make Lots of Noise and Are Not the Great Pets You Thought They Would Be 

Unit VII. Animals that Make Stupid Choices for Household Pets 
