Due: _________
IST 101 – Computer Concepts
Name:________________________ 
Research topic#:_______
Instructor:______________________
 Semester: _______

Information Literacy – Part 4 - Final Project
This assignment is worth 100 points.

Instructions:

This assignment requires that you research a topic in IT, prepare a works cited page with at least 5 relevant references (3 from the Web and 2 from the library database), write a 3-4 page paper (roughly 1,000 words), and present your findings to the class.  

The assignment:

· Select a topic.  The research topic you are to write about is the topic you have been working on throughout the semester.

· Research your topic.  Prepare a “Works Cited” in APA format with a minimum of 5 references.  The following assignments will be recollected and given credit in this assignment: 1) Information Literacy – part 1 - opinion paper, 2) Information Literacy – part 2 – Web page evaluation, and 3) Information Literacy – part 3 – DB research. 
· Write a 3-4 page paper that does the following:
· Summarizes your understanding of the topic
· Addresses the issues raised and answers the questions in the topic description. 
· Includes at least one citation from each reference listed in the “Works Cited” page. Be sure to use APA formatting.
· Package your paper and supporting documentation for submission.  You will need to submit several items.  They must be submitted in a neat, organized way.  Be sure to secure your work with a binder, clip, folder, or some type of organizing hardware.

· Present your findings to the class in a 5-7 minute MS-PowerPoint presentation.    

You will be graded as follows:
· 20 points on the oral presentation
· 20 points for using information ethically and legally
Ethical and legal use of information means you cite sources and compile a bibliography

· Bibliography with 5 references – 2 from library DB and 3 from Web

· At least one citation for each reference – total 5 citations
· 20 points on the formatting of the paper 

Formatting requirements for the paper:

· Arial, 12pt font, double spacing, 3-4 pages, 1” margins 

· A cover page, page heading, page numbers, spelling and grammar checked

· A clear beginning (opening), middle (details), and end (summary)

· APA formatting for citations and references
· 20 points on the content of the paper.

· 20 points on the supporting documentation and packaging of the paper
Supporting documentation to be included with the paper: 
· a cover page, the paper, a “works cited” page, PowerPoint slides in handout view
· 3 previous, instructor graded assignments 
· Information Literacy – part 1 - opinion paper, 
· Information Literacy – part 2 – Web page evaluation, and 
Information Literacy – part 3 – DB research 

	Grade summary
	Grade

	Presentation (20)
	

	Ethical and legal use of information (20)
	

	Paper Formatting (20)
	

	Paper Content (20)
	

	Packaging (20)
	

	Final Project final grade
	

	
	
	


	Presentation (20 points)
	a 

Excellent

20-18
	b 

 Moderate

17-16
	c 

Average

15-14
	d
Below average

13-12
	f

 Insufficient

11-0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Summarizes your understanding of the topic

· Addresses the issues raised and answers the questions in the topic description. 
· Creative, interesting, and polished.

· Excellent use of the presentation software.  Attention was paid to charts, graphs, images, transitions, animations, and color.




	Ethical and legal use of information
 (20 points)
	a 

Excellent

20-18
	b 

 Moderate

17-16
	c 

Average

15-14
	d
Below average

13-12
	f

 Insufficient

11-0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Works Cited is complete with at least 5 valid references (2 from DB and 3 from Internet)
· Paper has at least 5 citations (1 citation for each reference).
 

	Paper Formatting (20 points)
	a 

Excellent

20-18
	b 

 Moderate

17-16
	c 

Average

15-14
	d
Below average

13-12
	f

 Insufficient

11-0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Arial, 12pt font, double spacing, 3-4 pages, 1” margins 

· A cover page, page heading, page numbers, spelling and grammar checked

· A clear beginning (opening), middle (details), and end (summary)

· APA formatting for citations and references




	Paper Content

(20 points)
	a 

Excellent

20-18
	b 

 Moderate

17-16
	c 

Average

15-14
	d
Below average

13-12
	f

 Insufficient

11-0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Summarizes your understanding of the topic
· Addresses the issues raised and questions asked in the topic description.


	Packaging

 (20 points)
	a 

Excellent

20-18
	b 

 Moderate

17-16
	c 

Average

15-14
	d
Below average

13-12
	f

 Insufficient

11-0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· a cover page, the paper, a “works cited” page, PowerPoint slides in handout view
· 3 previous, instructor graded assignments 

· Information Literacy – part 1 - opinion paper, 
·  Information Literacy – part 2 – Web page evaluation, and 
· Information Literacy – part 3 – DB research
· Neat and organized submission

· All work is bound together




Visit the IT web site at: www.mccc.edu/info_tech to learn about our academic programs
IST101 is taught at Mercer County Community College, Trenton, NJ

