Mercer County Community College

First Year Experience (FYE) Task Force
Tuesday, April 8, 2008
AD119

12noon – 1:15pm
Minutes
Attendance
Judy Ehresman, Gianna Durso Finley, Nancy Halstead, LaTonya Ashford Ligon, Andrea Lynch, Betty Peterson, Pam Price, Donna Richardson-Hall, Diane Rizzo, Jonathan Rowe, Linda Scherr, Robin Schore, Jack Tabor, Eric Watson
Purpose of meeting:

· ALC update

· Generate marketing action plan
Discussion:

The meeting began with discussion about the flier.  R.Shore is working to get a more attractive / marketable version from publication.  It was also mentioned that each of the courses in the clusters are scheduled in back-to-back time slots and in the same room.  The JKC clusters are slightly different because each class will meet the period on either side of lunch.
The point was made that 100% of the responsibility is on the student advisors to schedule new students into these courses.  L.Ligon is in full support of this initiative.  A.Lynch and R.Schore have a meeting scheduled with the advisors to answer questions and inform them of their role.

The remaining part of the meeting faculty took turns presenting ideas they have for teaching their specific cluster.  Many points were shared.  Among them were the following ideas that faculty are planning:
1. to get copies of the other’s textbook and syllabus to better understand what their partner is teaching.

2. to link assignments.  For example, there may be times when there is one paper that gets 2 grades.

3. to create 45 minutes of shared time between their clustered courses by ending the 1st period 15 minutes early and beginning the 2nd period 15 minutes late.

4. to create a common syllabus.

5. to have a shared textbook.

6. to have Business Law be the course content that determines the readings for ENG101.  This cluster is planning to do a common reading on an 18th century cannibalism case.  Side note: both of these professors are attorneys.
7. to occasionally use the entire two periods to show a film or have a longer project assignment / discussion.
8. to use the Math vocabulary as the selected vocabulary in the English course.

9. to include more self-esteem, team, community building opportunities into the course.

Action items:

It was suggested that an attempt be made to get funding for supplemental instruction, supplies, and co curricular activities / events.


The plan for assessing the effectiveness of these courses needs to begin before classes begin.


A library staff person will be assigned to each cluster to work as a resource person.

Meet with counselors to inform and answer questions.  100% of the enrollment pressure is on them.
Next meeting:

September 2008.
