
First Year Experience Meeting Minutes

November 27, 2007

Attendance:  Judith Ehresman, Andrea Lynch, Winston Maddox, Jon Rowe, Monica Weaver

Andrea Lynch opened the meeting with an update on the status of the Spring 08 Learning Communities.  Enrollment is non-existent and discussion centered on how to improve enrollment.   Many ideas were introduced such as creating a certificate program where students would take only clustered courses.

After careful consideration, it is obvious that we have the expertise to develop Academic Learning Communities (ALC), faculty is committed, and administration is supportive.  The problem is that students are not enrolling.  Discussion focused on reasons why students are not selecting the ALC’s.

It was decided that this committee make a recommendation to College Leadership that “both college-ready and developmental first-year, first-semester, full-time, day students be required to take clustered courses in their academic division in their first semester of enrollment and be required to see an advisor to register for classes.”
The college-wide implications for this policy/practice change are far reaching.  It will require a reexamination of the freshman orientation, student advisement, first semester registration, and ALC course offerings.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15pm.  The next meeting will be after the start of the Spring semester.

Respectfully submitted:  Andrea Lynch

