IST 101 – A. Lynch



Name:______________________________

====================


Homework Assignment:  Purchasing a Computer

Due: ____________
This homework assignment will challenge you to look at computer hardware and software components for purchase.  Since you are taking IST101 at Mercer County Community College and are now computer literate, your friend has asked you to recommend a computer for him to purchase.  He has asked you to find 2 computer systems and he will choose one of your recommendations.  He is a home user and plans to play games, check email, surf the Internet, and write school reports.

1. Research the computers using local computer stores, sales circulars, catalogues, or the Internet.  You are looking for a computer system for your friend to use that is under $1,200.  You need to find two such computers.  Be sure to choose computer systems with the same type of processor.  For example, compare desktop to desktop, or laptop to laptop, dual-core to dual-core.  Attach a copy of both sales advertisements.


2. Prepare a report using MS Excel that compares the features of the 2 computer systems.  An example of the type of spreadsheet you will need to prepare is attached.


3. Write a report using MS Word where you explain which of the two computers is the best one to buy and why.


4. Turn in the following 4 items:

a. the spreadsheet,

b. the report ,

c. a copy of the two advertisements,

d. this cover page.

