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Michael C. Zito, M.A.

306 South Main Street ~ Pennington, New Jersey 08534

                 

mczito@gmail.com ~ (609) 548-6573
 

Seasoned educator and former United States Naval Officer who has a passion for learning, taking on new challenges, working in diverse settings, and creating spirited and efficient workplaces.
EXPERIENCE
MERCER COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE




              West Windsor, NJ


February 2011 – Present

 Adjunct Professor of English: College Composition I

RIDER UNIVERSITY







               Lawrenceville, NJ

September 2010 – Present

Adjunct Professor of English: Introduction to Expository Writing
THE PENNINGTON SCHOOL







    Pennington, NJ

August 2009 – August 2010


Upper School Teacher: History & English 

· Instructed and developed curriculum for three sections of 9th grade world history and one section of 11th grade British literature.  Led coordination and integration of training in Noodlebib technology, fundamental to the school meeting information literacy goals for an important assessment.
· Handpicked to serve on a committee designated to develop a school-wide honor code. 

· Managed a $7,500.00 budget and advised a staff of six students in the production of the school’s literary magazine.  Worked directly with the publisher in designing, editing, and producing a first-rate publication under budget.   
CHRIST SCHOOL








           Arden, NC

July 2007 – June 2009
Upper School Teacher: English
· Instructed and developed curriculum for several college preparatory courses, which included AP English Literature and Composition, Honors British Literature, British Literature, and 19th and 20th Century American Literature.  Elective courses included Film as Literature, and Short Story Composition.
· Directed 2008-2009 Winter Drama production of Twelve Angry Men, by Reginald Rose; co-directed 2007-2008 production of The Sunshine Boys, by Neil Simon.  Saved the school nearly $1,000.00 by producing these plays under budget.
· One of three house parents assigned to ensure and maintain the safety and quality of life of 40 students in a residence hall.  Responsibilities included planning and providing transportation to activities and community service projects, coordinating and facilitating house meetings and safety training, supervising study hall hours, and supervising daily cleaning periods conducted by students and residents.
THE UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY





    Annapolis, MD
December 2004 to December 2006, March 2007 to May 2007

Instructor of English (Responsibilities equivalent to Assistant Professor) 

· Provided future naval officers with education and training in the fundamentals of literature and composition, genres and grammar, thesis development, and editing skills.  Courses included Introduction to Rhetoric and Literature, and Creative Writing.  Also served as a tutor in the Writing Center; as an academic advisor for freshmen and English majors; and as an officer-in-charge in the training and development of midshipmen in fundamentals of leadership-at-sea, shiphandling, and piloting. 
· Coordinated a production of William Shakespeare’s Richard III by Shenandoah Shakespeare Company (Leadership and Humanities program; responsible for a $40,000 budget). 
USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)





        Norfolk, VA

January 2004 to December 2004

Second Division Officer
· Led a division of fifty personnel in performance of seamanship functions and evolutions, such as mooring, docking, anchoring, fueling, towing and transferring of cargo at sea.  Supervised the operation and maintenance of deck machinery, boats, and survival equipage.  Directed preservation of ship’s weather decks, exterior, and running gear. 

· Deployed to the Mediterranean Sea, Indian Ocean, and Northern Arabian Gulf, and stood watch as conning officer during flight operations and major transits in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.
USS TRENTON (LPD 14)  





                                     Norfolk, VA

November 2001 to December 2003

Electrical Officer 

· Led a division of twenty-five personnel in providing electrical power and distribution.  Responsible for maintenance and upkeep of main propulsion plant equipment, and auxiliary and quality-of-life equipage, such as lighting, ventilation, and CATV systems.  

· Qualified as Officer-of-the-Deck (Underway), and a Surface Warfare Officer and authorized to wear Surface Warfare Officer Breast Insignia.  Responsible for safe and efficient transportation of over one thousand sailors and marines.  Supervised various transits and shiphandling evolutions in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.

WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY  




  Washington, DC

October 2000 to May 2001

Administrative Assistant

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY LIVING AND 

  Washington, DC

LEARNING CENTER

September 1997 to October 2000

Residence Hall Office Manager / Administrative Assistant: Summer Housing Services
· Coordinated summer housing for over five thousand coeds interning in Washington, DC during the summer. Instrumental in generating $3 million of revenue for the University.
EDUCATION
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 




                                               
    Annapolis, MD
August 2006 – Master of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts

Related Coursework: Politics and Society, Math and Natural Science, Philosophy and Theology, Literature

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY





  Washington, DC

May 2001 – Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion (GPA: 3.33)
Related Coursework: Biblical Studies, Creative Writing

Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Scholarship
Theta Alpha Kappa National Honor Society for Religious Studies and Theology

RELATED PROGRAMS/PUBLICATIONS
November 2008 – Panelist: North Carolina Association of Independent Schools Annual Conference
            
             Raleigh, NC

June 2007 – AP Summer Institute, Goucher College





     Baltimore, MD

January 2006 – Presenter and Session Chair: Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities
            
              Waikiki, HI

October 2005 – Session Chair: East-Central American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

       
       Annapolis, MD

Member: Modern Language Association (Since 2007), Shakespeare Association of America (Since 2009), 

SHAKSPER: The Global Electronic Shakespeare Conference (Since 2010)
Blog manager: http://ourdailybard.blogspot.com 

Co-producer/Co-manager: Walking Shadows Productions 

“Acrobatics of the Mind: Plato’s Parmenides and Communication” – Leadership Explored (Academx Publishing Services, 2006).

“Raising Leviathan” – Proceeds, Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, 2006.

PERSONAL INTERESTS
Shakespeare, writing poetry, cooking, tennis, racquetball, running, hiking, jazz, politics, and classic movies.  I play electric bass and keyboards in a four-piece rock cover band based in New Jersey and Connecticut (Bus Stop Annie & the Frigs).  
