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Users who  make  modifications to adapt this program to their specific location must agree to 
the following conditions and supply Energizing Young Voters with a link to the newly modified 
version.  Please send a link to your modified module to energizingyoungvoters@gmail.com

MUST MAY NOT

● Adhere to the nonpartisan, issue-agnostic 
intent of Energizing Young Voters.

● Be verified for accuracy and copyright 
restrictions by the user. Only publicly 
available creative commons images may be 
included.

● Be inclusive of diversity.  

● Be clearly marked as changes made by the 
user, not the League of Women Voters or 
Energizing Young Voters.

● Remove or modify any copyright markings or 
notice of Energizing Young Voters property 
rights.  

● License, sell, rent, lease, transfer, assign, 
distribute, display, host, outsource, disclose, 
permit timesharing or service bureau use, or 
otherwise exploit or make the program or 
materials available to any third party other 
than as expressly permitted. 

Intellectual property

Energizing Young Voters retains all ownership and intellectual property rights to the materials denoted with a copyright by the 
League of Women Voters/Energizing Young Voters. Users may copy, modify and use the programs to meet the needs of their 
particular setting in any effort to motivate and equip students and young adults to vote and become civically engaged.

 Users’ modifications:
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Helping others see the 
importance of voting
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Policy decisions on major issues are made 
on every level of government

Washington (Federal)   Trenton (State)   Mercer (County)   [various] (Local)

It’s important to vote in every election: 
National, State, County, and Local

44

The
 

Env
iron

ment
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Why is this so important now?

PRIMARY ELECTION
June 7, 2022 

EARLY VOTING PERIOD
June 3-5, 2022
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In NJ, we will be voting for

❖ US House of Representatives  

❖ Municipal and School Board offices
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What happens when you don’t vote ?

• People in power listen to those who put them there 
(the groups who vote).

• The higher the voter turnout, the stronger a group’s voice.

No vote, no voice.
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Who is being heard ?

How loud is YOUR voice?  How can you make it louder?
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No Excuses!
No Excuses !!  How could 

you answer someone who 
said…  

Voting by mail is 
hard.

My mail-in ballot 
won’t be 
counted.

This is such a 
crazy time.  I’m 

too preoccupied 
to vote.

It doesn’t matter who is 
elected.  They all act the 

same once they are in 
office.

My faith in the system 
and fairness in voting is 

utterly crushed. My vote is largely 
symbolic because of the 
Electoral College.  I live 

in a ”blue” state.

8©  2022 Energizing Young Voters 

excuses cards     directions   extra excuses

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14hlmRYkYcyvKJxgEXeLj2yubi4n7XnAD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110053761649197018181&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sVfg8KLyTrRGbsi8qrDlbsRfPtUtBuy4ZzEkM_sUTLI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fPSJCaieNTiwveNylx5M9ZWU3rSboiI3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115316540237958375107&rtpof=true&sd=true


What’s a Primary 
Election?

 
Why vote in one?
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What is a primary election like in NJ?

primary election 

How political parties choose their strongest candidate to run for office
.ME

ME
ME

ME ME ME

WINNER!!WINNER!

VS

general election
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How do you get ready for the 
primary election?

First make sure you are affiliated with a 
political party (Democrat or Republican).

To affiliate or change parties, use the 
Voter Registration Form. (Box 1 at the top)

Your affiliation will remain in effect until
you change it to become unaffiliated or to 
switch parties.
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How do you request a mail-in 
ballot for the primary election?

Two options

12
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Fill out the Application for Vote by Mail Ballot
NJVotes.com

If you have previously requested a Mail-In ballot 
for all future elections, you do not need to 
request one again.)

Use the Voter Registration Application
Box 1 - Check Mail-in Ballot
Box 14 - Fill in as  appropriate 

OR

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml


Helping someone 
register to vote
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Are you eligible to register?

❑ A U.S. citizen

❑ At least 17 years old 
(But you can not vote until you turn 18)

❑ A resident of the county for 30 days before the election

❑ Not serving a prison sentence for a felony

Yes! If you are . . . 

14

  People on parole or probation can now vote.  If they were 
incarcerated for a felony prior to parole or probation they will need to 
register or reregister

RECENT 

CHANGE

©  2022 Energizing Young Voters 



15

Multiple paths to the same destination:
the NJ registered voter database

Vote.NJ.gov

Note: Currently the NJ registered voter database does not include 
17 year-olds who have registered but are not yet eligible to vote.

  Are you already registered?
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https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
http://www.vote411.org/
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://www.mercercounty.org/government/county-clerk/elections


   How can you register online?

You need a form of identification and a way to 

provide a signature 

     Either through Motor Vehicles

❑ NJ Driver’s License, OR

❑ NJ MVC  Non-Driver ID

    OR—using your Social Security Number and entering 
your signature

❑ Sign on screen, OR

❑ Scan and upload

NJ Division of Elections
VOTE.NJ.GOV
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https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/register


Print the form at home

From the NJ Division on Elections

Vote.NJ.gov
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Request the form from the LWV
Text “NEED FORM” to 732-927-1131.  

We’ll be in touch and mail one to you

Text for help

Note: Forms are available at the County Election Offices 
(County Clerk, Mercer County Administration Building 
640 South Broad Street P.O. Box 8068 Trenton, NJ 
08650-0068) and at most libraries, town halls, etc. 

  How do you get a paper
 Voter Registration application?
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https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml


Online form

Completing the Voter 
Registration Form 
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VIDEO
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https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/assets/pdf/forms-voter-registration/68-voter-registration-english-monmouth.pdf
https://vimeo.com/403170931?emci=584642f6-b779-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=d5240ac3-eb79-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=2833107


Mail it!

• Fold and tape your form and 
drop it in a mailbox.
Your form is already addressed and stamped.

• Once registered, you stay registered and do 
not need to submit another form unless you 
change your address, name, signature, or party 
affiliation.

DEADLINE: 21 days before Election Day
May 17, 2022

To be sure – Mail it as soon as possible !

19
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Helping someone make 
a plan to vote
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Make a plan to vote

Ask yourself:

• How will I vote?
    By mail?  In person?

• If by mail, how do I get a mail-in ballot?

• If by mail, how do I submit my ballot?
Dropbox? US mail? At Board of Elections?

• If in person, when and where do I vote?

• How will I know who and what to vote for?

21
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How will you vote?

In Person
(early voting or on Election Day)
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RECOM
M

ENDED

By Mail
● At your polling place 

 Location may be different for early 
voting and Election Day voting. 

● Voting machines
● Provisional ballot if there is a 

challenge to your voting eligibility

• To vote by mail, you will need to request a 
Mail-in ballot. (If you have previously 
requested a Mail-In ballot for all future 
elections, you do not need to request one 
again.)

• 3 ways to return ballots
○ Secure drop boxes

○ USPS (Postage prepaid) 

○ Board of Elections Office  (Monmouth 
County - 300 Halls Mill Rd., Freehold)
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Who should you vote for?

Find candidates who share your values and priorities.

VOTE411.org  can help 

• Detailed candidate information at all levels
• Information about ballot questions
• COVID-19 related changes to election dates 

and processes

On VOTE411 you can also: 
• Check your registration status
• Find a first-time voter checklist

23

Go to the candidates’ 
websites or social media 
accounts to learn their 
positions on issues
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https://vote411.org/


Helping someone 
vote by mail
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How do you fill out the 
Vote-by-Mail ballot?

VIDEO
How to vote by mail

You’ll receive a package in the mail. 
It contains your ballot and two envelopes.

1 2

Fill in the circles on the ballot to mark your 
choices.  Use a blue or black pen—not pencil or 
marker. The ballots are scanned by machine.

Put the ballot in the 
certification  envelope.  Do not 
detach or damage the flap!

3

Complete the information on 
the outside of the certification  
envelope and sign.

4

Place the certification  envelope in 
the larger envelope and seal.
It is self-addressed and stamped.

5

25
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https://vimeo.com/449840414


Secure Drop Box 

 DEADLINE
If postmarked by Election 
Day,  received by June 13

US Post At the Board of 
Elections office

    Daily pickup direct to election office

    Video surveillance at all locations

    DEADLINE: 8 PM Election Day

RECOM
M

ENDED

In person on or before Election Day 

County Board of Elections

DEADLINE: 8 PM Election Day

Submit your Mail-In Ballot 

RECOMMENDED
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Helping someone 
vote early
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Early Voting Period - June 3-5, 2022
Monday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.

Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
No appointment is necessary.

             Voting Early in NJ 
NEW

Find out more about Early Voting at 
Vote.NJ.Gov or Phone App NJElections

• For all registered voters in NJ
• At any of the designated early voting polling places in your county

Find your county’s early voting polling places at Vote.NJ.Gov or 
Phone App NJElections Early voting sites In Mercer county are:

•TRENTON - Trenton Fire Headquarters - 244 Perry St, Trenton NJ 08618 
•HAMILTON - Colonial Fire House Company - 801 Kuser Rd, Hamilton NJ 08619
•LAWRENCE - Mercer County Library – 2751 Brunswick Pike, Lawrence NJ 08648
•PENNINGTON - Pennington Fire Department - 120 Broemel Place, Pennington 08534
•PRINCETON - Princeton Shopping Center (On the right back side of the mall), 301 N Harrison St., Princeton 08540

• Using new electronic poll books and new voting machines

©  2022 Energizing Young Voters

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-early-voting.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-polling-location.shtml
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The new in-person voting process

Voter checks in and signs 
at any e-pollbook. The poll 
worker validates the 
signature.

The poll worker inserts a 
blank card into Activation 
Card Printer. Based on 
information from the 
e-pollbook, this device prints 
a barcode on the card 
identifying the correct ballot. 

Voters insert the Activation 
Card into the voting 
machine, make their 
selections on the big screen, 
confirm their choices, and 
cast their vote.

31 2
CHECK IN GET BALLOT VOTE

Hard-wired 
connection

NEW
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How to Track Your Ballot

©  2022 Energizing Young Voters



Was your ballot received?
Track your ballot-method 1

vote.nj.gov
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https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-track-my-ballot.shtml


Was your ballot received?
Track your ballot-method 2

monmouthcountyvotes.com

Check your own county website for local information.
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http://monmouthcountyvotes.com


Other ways to know the 
status of your ballot

33

REJECTION LETTER
Sent if your ballot has been 

rejected--
without a chance to fix it.

CURE LETTER
Sent if there’s a problem 

with your signature--
with a chance to fix it

CALL YOUR 
COUNTY BOARD 

OF ELECTIONS 

Main Phone 609-989-6522

Fax 609- 278-2713

BoardofElections@mercercounty.org

©  2022 Energizing Young Voters



Calendar
What to do when
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• From now till mid May
✔ Check to make sure your eligible friends and family are registered to vote.

✔ Help eligible friends and family register to vote and make a plan to:  1. vote early in person, 2. use a mail-in 
ballot, or 3. vote in person on Election Day.

✔ request a vote-by-mail ballot, if desired.

✔ locate your polling location (may be different for early in-person voting or Election Day voting)

    SO.. WHAT NEXT? HELP 
OTHERS

• As soon as the Mail-In Ballot arrives in the mail 
✔ Read the ballot carefully and plan your vote.

✔ If ballot doesn’t arrive by late May, call the County Clerk’s Office 

✔ Fill out and submit the ballot as soon as possible.

● June 3-5 - Early In-Person Voting
✔ Polls open 6:00 am- 8:00 pm
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    SO.. WHAT NEXT?

• Beginning of June 
✔ Check in to make sure your friends and family have voted.

✔ If they have voted by mail, offer your assistance to submit the ballot as a “bearer” 
(Only if you are 18 or older.  Be sure to sign the form.  You can carry only 3 ballots 
or 5 if they are immediate family members, not  including your own)

• June 7 - Election Day 
✔ Deadline to submit ballot to drop box or Board of Elections office by 8:00 pm.

✔ Vote in person - polls open 6:00 am-8:00 pm

• After June 7
✔ Voters will be notified automatically by mail if their Mail-In ballot is rejected for a 

signature problem.  There will be  instructions on how to fix the problem.  Fix the 
problem immediately for your vote to count.

HELP 
OTHERS
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   Dates and Deadlines HELP 
OTHERS

April 23 Mail-In Ballots begin to be sent out, if previously requested

May 17 Voter Registration deadline

May 31 Deadline to apply for a Mail-In Ballot by mail

June 1 Mailing of Sample ballots to people voting in person

June 3-5 Early voting in person (check your polling place)

June 6  by 3:00 pm Deadline to apply for a Mail-In Ballot in person at County Board of Elections

June 7 Primary Election (voting in person - check your polling place)

June 7 Deadline for Post Office receipt of Mail-In Ballots

June 9  by 8:00 pm Deadline for submission of Mail-In Ballots in person at County Board of Elections

June 13 Deadline for receipt of timely mailed postmarked Mail-In Ballots to County Board of Elections
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Voting by Mail -THE BIG IDEAS

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1 2 3

• At least 17 and a citizen

• Online form now available 
if you have a driver’s 
license or Motor Vehicles 
non-driver ID, or a Social 
Security number and the 
ability to upload your 
signature

• Paper form available from 
Vote.NJ.gov or from LWV

• DEADLINE: May 17

• Request a Mail-in ballot. (If 
you have previously 
requested a Mail-In ballot for 
all future elections, you do 
not need to request one 
again.)

• If you have not received your 
mail-in ballot by end of May 
call the County Clerk’s Office 

• DEADLINE to apply for mail-in 
ballot: By mail-May 31; in 
person-June 6

• Complete your mail-in ballot

• Mail your ballot -DEADLINE: 
Postmarked no later than 
Election Day

OR

• Deposit your ballot in a 
secure dropbox or bring it to 
the County Board of Elections 

• DEADLINE: Election Day

38

To make sure everything runs 
smoothly, do ALL these steps as 
early as possible.
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Where to find more info
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Need more information   

Voting and local ballot information (U.S. wide)
Vote411 - from the League of Women Voters. 
Personalized info about your ballot and candidates

New Jersey voting information and ballot tracking 
Vote.nj.gov – NJ Voter Information Portal of the NJ 
Division of Elections available online or as an app

County voting information and ballot tracking
Mercer County Board of Elections

©  2022 Energizing Young Voters

http://vote411.org
http://vote.nj.gov
http://vote411.org
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml
https://www.mercercounty.org/boards-commissions/board-of-elections
https://www.mercercounty.org/government/county-clerk/elections


Contact the League of Women 
Voters
• League of Women Voters of Mercer County

• Vote411

Text for help

Access to the teacher version or the Spanish version of this Student 
Advocate Toolkit can be found at 
https://energizingyoungvoters.com/educators-and-community-groups/
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https://www.lwv.org/local-leagues/lwv-mercer-county
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The data in this program was reviewed by EYV on 4_4_2022.

The images in this slideshow have usage rights consistent 
with Creative Commons licenses 20220315. 
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