Topics for web search and database research

Research Topics (select only one):
1. Research the effects of computer viruses on business. What are the costs to businesses? What is being done to combat viruses/virus makers? How has computer crime evolved?

2. How does the internet affect personal relationships? Is internet addiction a problem; if so where in the world? What has the internet done to affect people’s social lives? Describe the influence of social networking websites such as Facebook and MySpace.

3. What influence has technology had on privacy? Can you find any recent examples of computers being used to invade someone’s privacy? What moral/ethical issues are there in regards to internet search engines? What legal problems are associated with computers and privacy?

4. Does Microsoft have a monopoly on computer operating systems? What are the effects of monopolies on an information society? What is the legal basis for the case? Are there any alternatives to Microsoft products? How does Apple play a role?

5. How have technology and the internet influenced education over the years? Specifically, look at performance, student needs and student development. What evidence can you find that states technology and the internet are good for education? Bad? Can you give some examples of current technology being developed for education purposes?

6. What is identity theft? How do you prevent and/or avoid identity theft?  How can you protect yourself and your computer? Are there any laws concerning identity theft?  
7. Has using the computer in any of its forms (MAC, PC, Blackberry, etc) made our lives easier?  What happens when there is a power failure -- can we still do business? What businesses depend on computers? Are there any "back up" plans for when a disaster strikes? 
8. Issues of digital file sharing and music copyright. Music file sharing is cheap and easy. The internet provides a medium for the free exchange of information, but how are music artists and producers to be compensated for their creative output?


9. Are children and teens that are being home-schooled getting up-to-date information technology access and training? Will they be well-prepared for college or today’s workforce? What kinds of software and network services are available for home-schoolers? What impact does home-schooling have on society?

10. In the last few years there have been serious problems and major incidents involving overloads and feed-back loops in automatic monitoring systems: in electrical supply power grids, in stock market sales rate controls, at airport traffic control towers, at nuclear power plants, for example. Choose one such incident for your project. How do these systems work? How do they fail? What changes have been made to improve them, to install safeguards, or to guarantee real-time oversight of their operations?

11. What role does biomedical implant chips play in the lives of individuals, and businesses?  Examine both the positive and negative ramifications.  Explore the history of this technology.  How are the chips currently being used in individuals and animals?  How might identification chips help increase our nation’s security?

12. Nanotechnology research is being conducted in a variety of diverse areas, including outer space, medicine and manufacturing.  What is the impact of nanotechnology on the environment, personal lives, and business?  What are some of the ethical and/or religious concerns about the use of nanotechnology?  How is nanotechnology affecting medicine and sports?
