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(Introduction to Western) Philosophy

Assistant Professor Ken Howarth
I had discovered in college that one cannot imagine anything so strange and unbelievable but that it has been upheld by some philosopher.

- Descartes, 1637

To have no time for philosophy is to be a true philosopher. - Pascal, Pensées
And all knowledge, when separated from justice and virtue, is seen to be cunning and not wisdom; wherefore make this your first and last and constant and all-absorbing aim, to exceed, if possible, not only us but all your ancestors in virtue; and know that to excel you in virtue only brings us shame, but that to be excelled by you is a source of happiness to us. – Plato, Menexenus

It is the mark of an educated man to look for precision in each class of things just so far as the nature of the subject admits; it is evidently equally foolish to accept probable reasoning from a mathematician and to demand from a rhetorician scientific proofs.








 – Aristotle, Nichomachaen Ethics
It requires a very unusual mind to undertake the analysis of the obvious. - Whitehead, Science and the Modern World
Class Meeting Times: 




May 24, 2010 – June 30, 2010









Monday & Wednesday 9:00am – 12:40pm

Class Meeting Location:



LA 213
Contact Information:

Email:


howarthk@mccc.edu, alternate: howarth@tcnj.edu

Telephone:

609-570-3809, or 609-586-4800 ext.3809







Office hours:
LA 119 T&Th 730-830am; W 1-430pm, Th 6-7pm,











Or as happily arranged
Catalogue Description: A study of the basic problems and methods of philosophical inquiry. Topics include theories about knowledge, reality, human nature, ethics, religion and science, with consideration of the thought of such major thinkers as Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Nietzsche and Sartre. [Does not require a PHI prerequisite] 3 lecture hours
Course Description:
Finding humans: being, living & knowing - Philosophy is the beginning and the end of human knowledge in various ways. This course will consider these ways. Philosophy is as much the ancestor discipline of sciences and other fields as it is their victim and their critic. Philosophy may be both a means to various ends and an end to various means. Its relation to daily life is as routine as it is allusive and if you think philosophy is about thinking, think again. Questions have you? Good, since getting to the questions is a chief aim of a philosopher. Keeping in mind the practice of philosophy over the course of the Western tradition, this course will provide students with a preliminary engagement with the key questions of metaphysics (what is, is possible, and is necessary), epistemology (what is knowable and how) and ethics (what is personal and not), with attention given to other areas of philosophy such as philosophy of mind, science and religion along the way. What some non-Western and some non-canonical Western approaches bring to bear on these issues will also be considered, but not emphasized. We shall study philosophy with the aim of doing philosophy, of giving wisdom a role in our lives, by challenging the legends of our craft such as Aristotle and Nietzsche, and by crafting legends to our own challenges. All in pursuit of wisdom, and sagacity.

Required Texts:
Looking at Philosophy, Donald Palmer, 5th edition, McGraw Hill, 2010, 







ISBN:9780073407487





A Rulebook for Arguments, Andrew Weston, 4th edition, Hackett, 2009, 






ISBN: 9780872209541






Handouts as provided; Websites as directed

Recommended Texts:
Story of Philosophy: The Lives and Opinions of the World's Greatest
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Philosophers, Will Durant, Pocket Press, ISBN: 0671739166

Why Truth Matters, Ophelia Benson & Jeremy Stangroom, Continuum Press, 

2006, ISBN: 978-0-8264-9528-0





Being Logical, D.Q. McInerny, Random House, 2004, ISBN: 0-8129-7115-9




What Does it All Mean?, Thomas Nagel, Oxford, 1987, ISBN: 0-19-





505216-1
How to Get the Most Out of Philosophy, Sixth Edition, Douglas J. Soccio, 





Wadsworth, 2006, ISBN: 0-495-17223-5




How to Read a Book The Classic Guide to Intelligent Reading, Mortimer 

J. Adler, Touchstone, ISBN: 0671212095




Crimes Against Logic, Jamie Whyte, McGraw-Hill, 2005, ISBN:0-07-

144643-5
Websites:Philosophy on the WWW:




Ethics Supersite: http://ethics.sandiego.edu/



Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.utm.edu/research/iep
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu
Philosophy Now Magazine: http://www.philosophynow.org/
The Philosopher’s Magazine: http://www.philosophersnet.com/
Episteme Links Site: http://www.epistemelinks.com/
Philosophy Study Guides: http://instruct.westvalley.edu/lafave/study_guides.html
Philosophy Pages... from Garth Kemerling: http://www.philosophypages.com/
Intute Index: http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/philosophy/
Erratic Impact Database: http://www.erraticimpact.com/
Philosophy texts & humor: http://philosophy.eserver.org/



The American Philosophical Association Online: http://www.udel.edu/apa

Socratic Argument clinic: 
http://www.mindspring.com/~mfpatton/sclinic.htm



Religious Faith Consistency Test: http://www.philosophersnet.com/games/god.htm

Mercer County College Philosophy Site: http://www.mccc.edu/~howarthk/MainPage.htm
Philosophy Paper writing:


http://www.rowan.edu/philosop/clowney/IntroPhilosophy/PhilPaper.html

http://www.princeton.edu/~jimpryor/general/writing.html

http://mugwump.pitzer.edu/~bkeeley/CLASS/IP/Fall01/shints.htm

http://grimpeur.tamu.edu/~colin/Phil416/writing.html
http://www.erraticimpact.com/html/tips_on_writing_academic_essays.htm
http://www.utexas.edu/courses/hilde/Philhandouts/Writing_Philosophy(Myers).htm
http://www.cariboo.bc.ca/ae/php/phil/mclaughl/courses/howplan.htm 

Learning Objectives:
 If the student does the work assigned for this course, s/he will be able to:

1. Identify and define key philosophical terms, periods, theories and figures in Western Philosophy


2. Employ the logical and critical thinking methods and evidentiary criteria of philosophy to determine 

and critique the ways through which philosophers address basic philosophical issues


3. Distinguish and analyze the basic issues of the major subfields of philosophy, primarily those of 

epistemology, metaphysics and ethics; and then also such other areas as philosophy of science, 


aesthetics, neuroscience, philosophy of religion, etc.


4. Interpret, summarize and paraphrase the views of philosophers as expressed in philosophical 


writings


5. Present and support your own views on philosophical issues clearly, logically, concisely & coherently
Activities & Assessment:





B+ = 87% or higher
C+ = 77% - 79%

A  = 93% or higher
B  = 83% - 86%
C = 70% or higher
D = 60% or higher  F = below 60%

A- = 90% - 92%

B- = 80% - 80%








(Points possible)
 Your


Points

Required assessments


       Weight

Grade

          Earned

Class Citizenship




15%
x
____


=____

Quizzes & Exegetical Preps & Journals
15%
x ________________avg*
=____

Final Examination




20% 
x
____


=____

Argumentative Essay



20%
x



=


Subtotal of required assessments

70%

____


=____

Two of the following elective assessments:

Topical Essay




15%
x
____


=____

Take-Home Test




15%
x
____


=____

---

In-Class Essay




15%
x
____


=____

Midterm Examination



15%
x
____


=____

Subtotal of 3 highest elected assessments:
30% 
x
____


=____

Total of required and elective assessments (7)100%
x
____  Final grade % =____

Example of grading: The essay is worth 30% of overall grade, so a “B” grade is an 84% for 30% of the overall grade, or 25.2 out of 30.0 possible points towards a perfect course total of 100.0 points. On the midterm exam, a “C” would be a 74% on 20% of the final grade, or 14.8 points out of the 20.0 possible to be applied to the overall course point total. Combined, the student with these two grades would have 40.0 out of a possible 50.0 points towards her/his final grade (equivalent to a low ‘B“ average).

This is collegiate philosophy course with all of the attendant expectations that come with that. Each student is responsible for her/his own learning. Careful, thoughtful effort is expected. Keeping up with the readings and assignments and class participation are the keys to success. What follows builds on what proceeds. This course is designed, out of subject matter necessity, to reward regular, deliberate work, and discourage sporadic, cramming ‘work’. IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND SOMETHING, ASK IMMEDIATELY! And be on the look out for a type of ersatz learning, i.e. when you learn and understand a particular example, but not that of which it is an example (e.g. You get that the stop sign is red, but don’t get how anything else is red). If you cannot see what is exemplified in one case in the next case that is an instance of it, you don’t get it yet!

Read carefully and more than once. Don’t expect to understand the readings the first time you read it, especially if you wait until the last moment; crammed readings are unlikely to prepare you for class, let alone any assessment. Read once for the overall sense of the piece – its topic, structure, and general argument. Then read it again more carefully; pause and think about what is written and connect it to previous and other ideas or claims, and consider any implications. Try to paraphrase what you read, even write out reading notes, and be prepared to pose questions in class. Keeping up with the readings and assignments and class contribution are the keys to success. Be prepared to find that what you think, the way you think, and even how you understand words and ideas to be different from and challenged by words and ideas you encounter through our readings and discussions. We won’t discuss all of the points of the readings in class, but all of the readings are no less important, since your grasp of matters left unaddressed still helps to inform you about what is discussed and allows us to focus on more interesting and/or complicated issues. You are still responsible to learn it, so please ask questions if any topic otherwise left unclear. 

Like life itself, philosophical and ethical study is an on-the-field-of-life activity, not a spectator sport; it is both an individual and a social endeavor that calls for competence in both written and oral form. Citizenship in this course involves contributing to the educational success of the whole class as well as yourself. Speak in class, at least in moderation, to each other individually and in groups, and to the instructor. All philosophers to date have been shown to have not considered important ideas, and therewith the limitations of their ideas, so don’t be afraid to risk sharing ideas! You’ll be in great company! This is especially the case with respect to moral matters. And speak out of class—to friends, family, roommates, etc.! The more you discuss and our subject matter with whomever you choose, the better grasp you should have on the material. Thinking through ideas in your mind is not the same as crafting your thoughts out loud. Understanding and representing clearly and fairly views similar to, different from and even alien, to your own is key to this course’s project. Contributing to class discussions, projects, etc. is mandatory; asking & answering questions in class, reading and reporting on personal and group work on focus questions, contributing to conversations, etc. is all part of what is required for philosophical success. Later in the course, each student is expected to come to class and an argue issue that instructor provides in the persona of a philosopher or in terms of a major type of philosophical argument. If you have special difficulty with any of the above, please see the instructor as alternative means to contribute to the class may be arranged. Near perfect attendance earns 4 out of the possible 10 citizenship points because attendance establishes the possibility of contribution; students who take the final examination can gain 1 point, as well as those who do all elective assessments; otherwise the other 5 must be earned. Substantive participate in in-class discussions, active listening and note-taking are apt. Assisting classmates too. It is each student’s’ responsibility to contribute one way or another. Also, think about how what you owe yourself as a student & person as including what you owe your classmates, through your preparation as evinced through your participation in the rituals of ideas we rehearse during every class.

Study question assignment homework, or “Preps”, will be prepared (typed/printed out ONLY) and submitted by being placed on the instructor’s desk at the front of the classroom as you walk in. Preps will not be graded after this time. Period. Study question homework assignments, or “Preps”, are exegetical assignments. Exegesis involves being able to read & clearly understand a text as it is written. Your aim for these assignments is to demonstrate that you have read and understood the text passage by writing an objective 1-page synopsis of it and/or responding to the assigned question with respect to the reading assignment. Remember that these exegetical assignments are about reading & reporting, not your opinion; they are targeted at giving you the opportunity to communicate that you have a clear grasp of a key point in the reading and that you are keeping up with your class preparation responsibilities. They may also serve as the basis for any group work, so be prepared!

You will submit a weekly reflective reasoning journal throughout the course, with entries of about the same length as preps and turned in or posted weekly. The minimum weekly entry must be on time (journals are done/kept as you go, not caught up on) and should demonstrate the consideration of the ideas, issues and arguments considered in the readings and in class, their implications, problems, etc., and may be related to other factors, issues and incidents of your own. Lines of argument, contrasting of approaches, weighing of factors and other trains of reasoning should be explored, rather than any merely reported or declared. A “Prep” style question is generally listed as a possible starting point for your entries, but unlike Preps, your (considered) opinion is much more the point. Each week’s entries must address the discussion or material from the previous week in some way, even if it is not the main point of the entry. The journal entries should show how you are relating out subjects to your own thinking and/or life (and not just mentioning what is going on in your life). Write in the first person entries at least as long as this description. 

Prep and journal assignments are complimentary, that is, they are designed to develop and balance the difference between objective exegesis and subjective consideration, understanding another’s terms and understanding your own terms. Please keep these two projects distinct since they are two different kinds of assignments. I realize doing a lot of little assignments can be [fill in your choice of something negative], but there is no substitute for practice, practice and more practice for developing philosophical thinking, reading and writing skills.). Preps & journals are graded generously early in the course with “Nice” being A-ish, “Good” being B-ish, “Okay” being C-ish and a √-mark being meaning merely that ‘I got it’; though quality expectations rise as the term progresses.

Quizzes, announced and “pop”, will serve to briefly determine how well you are reading and preparing for class with regard to the material covered in any of that weekend’s assigned readings. Quizzes will entail straightforward questions about readings and designed to encourage keeping up with the reading as much as to check how well you read.

The lowest few of the preps, journal and quizzes are thrown out before calculating the average grade for these. I will have homework and other assignments that have been graded available for pickup at the end of each class only. Graded assignments left un-picked up after one week will be discarded.
All take-home work is open book and notes, but unless specifically assigned as group work, it is to be your own work only. Consider your answers into your own words! Not the book’s! Not mine! Yours! Academic originality software is used to check all out-of-class coursework.

CATs, or Class Assessment Tools, are anonymous quiz-like exercises that will be assigned to gauge the class as a whole and will not be a factor in grading.

The In-class essay and both the Midterm and Final examinations are cumulative. For the in-class exams, you may use both sides of one 8½ x 11” page upon which notes that are handwritten may be referred to. 

The general topic will be assigned for the in-class essay one week prior to the class during which it will be written. The specific question for the in-class essay will only be provided at the beginning of that class. The in-class essay will be written in a ‘blue’ examination booklet and the same kind of note sheet used during exams may be referred to during the essay-writing period.

There are no, that is, NO make-up opportunities for any elective assignments. If you elect to skip one early then must miss one later (for whatever reason), you are out of luck. If you are on a team or have any other official absences, please realize that they do not exempt you from the no-exception on electives policy. This is why there are electives, to allow pre-structured flexibility for students with different schedule challenges. I encourage you to take/do all electives then let your highest grades count. This also lets you avail yourself of the flexibility to miss later electives should you need to later on. The beginning of class provides a rigorous time deadline cutoff for on time work. 

“Pops” are a way to plan a way to contribute to a class. Each student will have a standing assignment to prepare in written form a question about a key issue raised in the assigned readings for the beginning of every class. These are not turned in, but at some point during the term, I will ask you to read the question to another student in class. Students are also encouraged to post their ‘Pops’ online via the discussion utility. The quality of the question asked will be evaluated, as well as the quality of the other student’s response. The key criterion for these questions is not that you do not know the answer; it is that you judge its substance to be important to understand and/or discuss in class. 

“Gifts” are ideas, events, clippings or whatever else the student brings into and offers up for consideration to the class. The idea is to become alert to and notice philosophical and logical aspects out in the students’ lived lives, to connect and explore the relevancies and share them with the class. All students are explicitly invited to coordinate with the instructor and bring in a short reading, image, or music with philosophical import to them to share at the beginning of class.

The topical essay is 4-page paper on a ethical theory topic. The subject of the Topic paper will proposed by each student for approval by the instructor. The topic should key on some important point or issue with respect to one philosopher’s theories as covered in our textbook, but not in our class discussion. This paper should begin with solid objective exegesis and defend a thesis about the issue with a sound argument. Students will submit a written thesis proposal paragraph and an essay outline as prescribed before the essay is due. This essay must be submitted by email before the due date to be on time AND as a printed out, stapled copy in the next class after the due date.
One six-page argumentative essay is due for the course. The topic will be assigned approximately two weeks before it is due and will call on the student to make his or her own well-founded argument. It is not a research paper or a report per se, though careful research and incorporating solid evidence in your argumentation is fitting. Any essay not receiving a grade of “C” must be rewritten; resubmissions of essays with grades at least as high as a “C” are optional (any paper may be resubmitted). Submitting a substantively revised draft is expected and must be turned in within one week of the day on which the original version is returned; otherwise the grade assigned to the original draft will stand. The highest grade on the original or resubmitted draft will be recorded.
All written work (preps, journals, essays) will be formatted as follows: Arial font, regular, 11pt., double-spaced, 1" margins all the way around. I recommend checking out the university’s resources on writing. Papers must be technically polished, that is, free of grammar, spelling and typographical errors and structurally sound. Papers must be edited and re-edited—poor English grammar, spelling and typographical errors will result in a lowered grade. Papers with three instances of the same sort of error will be returned without further comment or grade and will be considered as if it had not been turned in. Citations referring to the course text book will list the philosopher’s name and page number at the end of the sentence within which the passage is cited., for example: (Hume, p.106) Citations referring to texts besides the textbook must be listed on a bibliography page at the end of the paper plus will cite the text’s author and page number as above. Students are encouraged to avail themselves of the college’s writing assistance resources: (The Learning Center in the Library on the West Windsor Campus offers tutoring in writing, reading, and study skills.)  Assignments may be submitted as a Microsoft Word document ONLY, and only as assigned by the instructor. IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT WRITING ON AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF QUALITY, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO PLAN FOR AND OBTAIN ASSISTANCE IN TIME TO SUBMIT ACCEPTABLE WORK BY THE ASSIGNED DUE DATE FOR THIS COURSE. Additionally, the Learning Assistance and Resource Center (LARC) provides academic support services that help students become independent, active learners and achieve academic success.

Any student in this class who has special needs because of a disability is entitled to receive accommodations. Eligible students at Mercer County Community College are assured services under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you believe you are eligible for services, please discuss these with the instructor AND contact Arlene Stinson, the Director of Academic Support Services.  Ms. Stinson’s office is LB221, and she can be reached at (609) 570-3525.

One (1) extra credit project assignment is available to all students. Each student may read one of the following: Wittenstein’s Poker by David Edmonds & John Eidinow, ISBN: 978-0066212449; Rousseau’s Dog, by David Edmonds & John Eidinow, ISBN: 978-0-06-074491-5; The Courtier and the Heretic, by Matthew Stewart, ISBN: 978-0-393-32917-9; Straw Dogs, by John Gray, ISBN: 978-1-86207-596-4; The Metaphysical Club; by Louis Menand, ISBN: 978-0-374-52849-7; The Monk and the Philosopher by Jean-Francois Revel & Mattieu Ricard, ISBN: 9780805211030; then write up a detailed synopsis of the philosophical issues raised in the book, then critique the main or an important thesis in the text; minimum full 5 pages. This sole opportunity for extra credit is due at the beginning of the final examination for up to an additional 10% credit towards the student’s final course grade, depending on the work’s quality.

Plagiarism is a chief academic sin. Even the appearance of plagiarism should be avoided at all costs. When in doubt, cite or attribute your sources, especially anything on the internet. (Demonstrating the ability to research and identify whose ideas to refer to and argue with is a key academic skill for all students and is a measure of your performance. Generating original ideas is rare, though showing that you understand ideas and arguments, sometimes complex, and cogently discussing and writing about them is and ever shall be the charge to the student!) There will be no tolerance for any plagiarism so I advise that you do not do it. College policies will be strictly and maximally enforced. This means that all incidents will be reported to the Academic Integrity Committee. To wit, the College’s Academic Honest Policy reads: “Mercer County Community College is committed to Academic Integrity -- the honest, fair and continuing pursuit of knowledge, free from fraud or deception. This implies that students are expected to be responsible for their own work, and that faculty and academic support services staff members will take reasonable precautions to prevent the opportunity for academic dishonesty.” See: http://www.mccc.edu/admissions_policies_integrity.shtml. When in doubt, cite! Never cut and paste in any answer! Therefore, every student shall be honor bound to refrain from cheating (including plagiarism) and to exercise diligence to avoid failures of academic integrity due to negligence, ignorance or inattention to or disregard for institutional and other academic honesty standards. For assignments turned in online, plagiarism software is employed to check for academic originality. All work submitted in this course must include the student’s signature pledging their fidelity to the letter and the spirit of academic policies and standards, in the form of:  “Pledged:_____(your signed name)_________________________”, where the blank line is substituted with one’s signature. Unpledged work will be returned ungraded. Typing out this pledge and your name on work submitted online is both required and as good as your signature. The word, ‘Pledged’ shall be understood to refer to this specific pledge each time the student signs her or his work as above:

“On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given nor received help on this work, I aware of and have followed and will continue to observe all regulations regarding it, and I am unaware of any violations by others.”

General Expectations and Classroom Etiquette

In order to facilitate the learning process, besides the College’s publishes policies, the following rules will be adhered to: 

1.Attend every class. Our class time is too brief and subject too broad to admit casual 

attendance. In cases of an emergency and such conflicts as weddings, funerals and religious 

observance, can be excused at the discretion of the instructor if due notice and arrangements 

are made with the instructor in advance. Due notice entails telling me directly or to leaving a 

message by my voicemail or my email at least one hour before class, but as soon as possible in any 

case. Telling other students or leaving a message at the department office or anywhere else does 

not suffice. For conflicts known in advance that correspond to the due date for required papers, 

exams etc., arrangements must be made to submit the work that is due or take the test that is 

scheduled prior to the regular date. Elective work can generally be turned in early in any case. So 

if you have unavoidable conflict, talk to me right away and let’s plan ahead. In one sense, there are no excused or unexcused absences, just absences. Even with official absences, such as participating on college sports teams, students should keep the instructor informed about absences as early as possible. Students that expect to miss classes for team or medical reasons are advised to not miss other classes besides these, since too many missed classes for whatever reasons is not a recipe for success and can be cause to be withdrawn from the course or failed. Attendance and contribution is required. Any absence for any reason makes the student responsible to find out what was covered, changed and/or handed-out – first, as mentioned below, through their class buddies, then the professor. Students will forfeit 1 point off of their citizenship grade for each additional absence beginning with their 3rdabsence, then one point off for each subsequent absence. (Your Citizenship grade can be negative!) Three “teardly’s” (tardy/early), any combination of instances of being tardy to class or back from a class break, or leaving early from class, are equivalent to an absence. Two absences prompt no effect, but and so (don’t) use them wisely. 

2. Be on time at the beginning of class. Classes will begin and end on time, but as the instructor, I 

convene and adjourn the class, not the clock (conspicuous packing up toward the end of class 

time is a pet peeve.) If the instructor is late, each student present is ‘pardoned’ one “teardly”. 
And if you are late, do walk in as non-disruptively as possible; don’t conclude that I’d rather you didn’t! I’d rather you did! 

3. Students need to select two classmates, from whom they can get notes and assignment 

adjustments if absent. The exchanging of adequate contact information is necessary. Simply 

doing this on Blackboard is fine and students must post their class-partners names therein no 

later then the end of the second week of classes. This will be done during the first week of 

classes. Contact the professor about notes & changes only after you have contacted your

“buddies”. Because students are responsible for attending every class, during which the 

instructor presents administrative & subject matter information, it is appropriate to contact the 

instructor only after contacting & receiving notes, assignment or any other relevant class changes 

from class buddies. This is not optional so choose your buddies wisely. Also,regular discussion 
and/or study groups are recommended. The instructor is happy to participate as requested. Or not.

4. Students are expected to remain standing and are invited to greet and talk with other students 

and the instructor, until the instructor announces that the class will then convene, at which time 

students go ahead and sit. Further, consistent with our subject matter, students are expected to

sit in a different seat location and around different classmates every class meeting. It shall also be 

the convention of this class that students will be addressed as “Mr.” or “Ms.”, followed by their last 

name during class. This manner of address, standing & changing seats is part of class citizenship.

5. Questions emailed to the instructor will be addressed in class, on the phone or in conference. A 

part each student’s citizenship grade entails coming to the instructor’s office hour twice during 

the semester; once before the midterm, and once after that exam.

6. In the unlikely event that the instructor is not present at the beginning of class and notice has 

not been provided or another faculty member does not arrive, class should proceed nonetheless. 

Call the cell phone number on the syllabus to check my status. It is each student’s responsibility 

to begin and participate in a class discussion about the arguments made and the issues raised in 

the assigned readings for that day for the duration of the class meeting time. Any so-called “15-

minute” rule is void for this class.

7. The ONLY reason to have any device you may have turned on during class is if it is the device 

upon which you may received campus emergency text messages. This ONE device must be 

set to ‘silent’ (not vibrate) and kept in plain view. All other devices that can present content or 

make a noise during class must be turned off during class. In NO case may any device be picked 

up and used to respond during class time, even if you step out of class to use it. And no one leave 

the classroom during with any of these devices without instructor approval, the very seeking of 

which is disruptive in itself, necessitating a reason constituting a real-time urgent matter, in the 

instructor’s judgment. Also, if you receive repeated alerts on this one permitted device during 

class, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that such end or otherwise stop from 

interrupting or distracting any one in the class, including yourself and the instructor. Please do 

not take care of this as even slip ups will impact your class contribution grade as a result in you 

being dismissed from that class for the rest of the day. Devices referred to herein include but 

are not limited to cell phones, pagers, iPAQs, Palm Pilots, multi-function texting & internet 

devices, or any other device that can store or transmit content, along with all recording devices, 

including any sort of personal computer. During any assessment activity, students may not leave 

the classroom with a device or view the content of any device without the presence of the 

instructor.

8. Because the instructor remembers faces (in context with their heads of hair), students are 

asked to not wear hats, hoods, scarves, bandanas, headphones or anything on their heads. Please

forgive him if he ‘mis-faces’ who you are otherwise.

9. Students may leave class once it has begun to use the lavatory, but not to answer phone calls or 

messages, nor to  get food or drink (though non-distracting food and drink may be brought in at 

the beginning of class). Students who fall asleep, or read or do homework for other classes or 

text message in class will be interrupted and dismissed from that class as their one warning, with 

the attending class contribution impact. A second offence will prompt the receipt a “0” for the 

class citizenship portion of their grade.

10. Students are expected to become familiar with and access online educational support 

software that may be utilized to provide reference material and announcements. More detailed 

instructions will be provided in class. This includes ANGEL and the College’s email address 

for you. If you do not regularly check your Mercer email address, please set it up so that 

the email sent there is forwarded to the email address that you do check frequently. Students 

are responsible for becoming adequately proficient with ANGEL so as to not

hinder/complicate course progress. There is a grace period during the first 2 weeks of class to

 work out any online difficulties, during which time students may submit work otherwise required 

to be turned in on ANGEL by an alternate means. But starting the 3rd week of classes, the 

grace period is over and the online submission standards are fixed.

11. Philosophy proceeds through discussion, dialogue or dialectic, not debate. Truth or better

understanding is that at which we aim, not compete for. Winning isn’t the point. Collegial 

cooperation in this mission typifies the manner in which we work. Therefore, attending to what 

others are thinking or asking comes before careful critique; being philosophically critical is not 

the same thing as being condemning, but neither does entail coddling. The ideas in our texts, my 

talks, your questions and answers are worthy of your respect, however imperfect they may be, as 

we seek wisdom together. So please contribute to class with civility, patience and honesty. Also 

please understand that the instructor may challenge your claims for many different reasons, 

often to encourage you to think about something else or in a different way, and that in and of 

itself, does not constitute refutation or an act of disrespect does not constitute refutation or an 

act of disrespect, and generally, constitutes quite the contrary.

12. Lack of attention, planning and discipline on your part does not constitute an emergency on my 

part. All required work assigned to be completed outside of class must be submitted, even if late. 

All multiple page assignments that are physically turned in must be stapled. No make up quizzes 

will be given and no make-up exams will be arranged except in cases of unavoidable emergencies, 

at the discretion of the instructor. Do not expect or plan on exceptions. The final examination will 

only be given during the term’s final examination period, unless arranged differently with the 

instructor in advance!

13. Students must purchase and produce by the second class meeting the required textbook(s) in

time to be read per the syllabus schedule, or otherwise demonstrate reliable access to a copy. 

Failure to obtain and read the course texts is no grounds special consideration and will adversely 

effect the citizenship portion of your grade; there is no substitute for reading preparation. 

14. Act out of respect for yourself, your classmates and your instructor. Since this class 

addresses values and considering how much and in what way different people hold their values 

may make some people more sensitive to some class discussions than others, respect is essential. 

Further, because we will be critically examining ideas some people hold, it will be the explicit 

convention, understanding and agreement of everyone in class that we only examine critically the 

arguments, claims and values, morals and ethical principles, not the person or people that may hold 

them, except when we are directly discussing issues of personal responsibility and accountability. 

In this class, we should all feel comfortable openly exploring important subjects.

15. Ask questions. Ask questions. Ask questions. In class, out of class, via email. Ask questions. 

Oh, and ask questions.

16. And please forgive this long syllabus! I hope to have provided a detailed reference and set of 

standards here for the sake of clarity, guidance and not least, so you and I do not have to stress 

about just what the hows and ways and means of our course are. Hopefully with so much listed 

here to ‘get it out of the way’, we can proceed forth in a friendly and engaging atmosphere!

17. In these harried times, philosophy often gets marginalized in our daily lives. You have 

committed yourself (for whatever reasons) to studying philosophy in this course, so I encourage 

you to respect that commitment and the attending opportunity, and give yourself a chance to 

learn and get the most out of our time together through your attention, effort, and thought. One 

needn’t be a philosopher to bring philosophy to any walk of life; but and so, perhaps everyone 

should? As a philosopher-mystic who has been a student, an army officer, business owner, 

executive, community center director and husband & parent, I can vouch for this! I invite you to 

the same!  Remember to notice what is and is not, to variously consider things and events and \

work them—with others and on your own, and to not forget to be unsure, to ask and to wonder! 

Attend and take care of your future, and in so doing, you’ll tend to future of us all! 

Think about this: “It is wrong always, everywhere, and for any one, to believe anything on 

insufficient evidence.”
- W. K. Clifford, The Ethics of Belief 

But not just about this!  But also how to think about this! And thus, thinking about how to think about this, we begin…

Philosophy 102 Tentative Reading Schedule - Readings and assignments listed are due at the beginning of class on the day indicated. Exercise assignments are included in the assigned sections, but may be adjusted at the end of the preceding class. If you miss a class, please have arranged to get the assignment from a classmate. This is the student’s responsibility. 

1. Monday

5/24/10
In class:
Orientation, Review Syllabus, Opening Exercises

2. 


5/24/10
In Class:
Philosophy primer, Weston: Introduction, pp. xi-







xiv, I-III, pp. 1-22, Appendix II, pp. 81-86, IV-







V, pp.23-36
3. Wednesday
5/26/10
Read

Weston: Appendix I,pp. 73-79, VII, pp.49-57, IX, 








pp.67-72







Palmer
 Introduction pp. 1-10





Bring:

Journal #1: 1 page identifying and explaining a 








fallacy you find in any media (include where you 








found it)





In class:
Quiz, 
Review reading

4. 

 
5/26/10
Read 

Palmer
 Ch. 1 The Pre-Socratic Philosophers pp. 








11-23





Suggested:
PALMER: Ch.1 The Pre-Socratics pp. 23-50





Bring:

Prep #1: 1 page on PALMER p.49 QfC #2







In class:
Quiz, 
Review reading

No Class on Monday, 5/31/10 – College Closed
5. Wednesday
6/2/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch. 2 The Athenians – Sophists & 








Socrates pp. 52-63





Bring:

Journal #2: 1 page on PALMER p.93 QfC #2






In Class:
Quiz, Review reading, 
6. 


6/2/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch. 2 Plato pp. 63-75




Bring:

Prep #2: 1 page on PALMER p.93 QfC #6





In Class:
Quiz, 
Review reading
Take Home Test Due via Mercer Mail

(your @mccc.edu email address by 1159pm, Sunday, 2/14/10
7. Monday

6/7/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.2 Plato pp. 63-75 (continued)









& Aristotle pp. 76-94






Bring:

Prep #3: 1 page on PALMER p.93 QfC #10





In Class:
Quiz, Review reading
8. 

 
6/7/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.2 Aristotle pp. 76-94 (continued)





Bring:

Journal #3: 3 written Midterm exam review 









questions







In Class:
Quiz, Review reading
9. Wednesday
6/9/10
Read:

The foregoing






Bring:

Prep #4: 1 hand-written sheet of notes







In Class:
Midterm Examination; Assign Essay Topic

10. 


6/9/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.4 pp. Aquinas, pp. 131-147





Bring:

Journal #4: 1 page on PALMER p.158 QfC #6





In Class:
Quiz, 
Review reading, Review for the In-Class Essay

11. Monday

6/14/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.5 Continental Rationalism pp. 160-180





Bring:

Prep #5: 1 page on PALMER p.231 QfC #2





In Class:
Quiz, 
Review reading, Student Presentations
12. 

 
6/14/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.5 Rationalism & Empiricism pp. 196-218







Bring:

Journal #5: 1 page on PALMER p.232 QfC #12






In Class:
Quiz, 
Review reading, Student Presentations
13. Wednesday
6/16/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch.5 Rationalism & Empiricism pp. 218-233





Bring:

Prep #6: 1 page on PALMER p.232 QfC #15





In Class:
Quiz, 
Review reading, Student Presentations 
14.  


6/16/10
Read:

Foregoing materials






Bring: 

Journal #6; 1 Sheet of notes per syllabus






In Class:
In-Class Essay


Topical Essay Due via Email no later than 1159pm Sunday, 6/20/10. 
15. Monday

6/21/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch. 6 Nineteenth Century pp. 254-287






Bring:

Prep #7: 1 page on PALMER p.302 QfC #8






In Class:
Quiz, Review reading, Student Presentations 
16. 
 

6/21/10
Read:

PALMER: Ch. 6 Nineteenth Century, pp. 288-303






Bring:

Journal #7: 1 page on PALMER p.302 QfC #10





In Class:
Quiz, Review reading, Student Presentations 
17. Wednesday
6/23/10
Read

Palmer
 Chapter 7 Pragmatism, pp. 305-318






Bring:

Journal #8: 1 page on PALMER p.411 QfC #1





In Class:
Quiz, Review reading, Student Presentations 
18. 
 

6/23/10
Read 

Palmer
 Chapter 7 The Analytic Tradition – 









Wittgenstein, pp.331-349






Bring:

Prep #8: 1 page on PALMER p.411 QfC #8





In Class
Quiz, Review reading, Student Presentations 

Argumentativel Essay Due via Email no later than 1159pm Sunday, 6/29/10.
19. Monday

6/28/10
Read:

Palmer: Chapter 7 Phenomenology - Sartre, 









pp.359-383






Bring:

Journal #9: 1 page on PALMER p.412 QfC #14





In Class
Quiz, Review reading
20. 


6/28/10
Read 

Palmer
: Chapter 7 Derrida & Nussbaum, pp.398-411





Bring:

Prep #9: 1 page on PALMER p.412 QfC #17






In Class
Quiz, Review reading, Student Presentations
21. Wednesday
6/30/10
Read:

Foregoing Readings & Notes






Bring:

Journal #10: 3 printed out final exam review 










Questions










In Class:
Review for Final Examination
22. 


6/30/10
Read:

Foregoing Readings & Notes







Bring:

Prep #10: 1 page of notes per the syllabus







In Class:
Final Examination

Modification of this syllabus may be made at any time at the instructor’s discretion.
