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Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, center, looks to her brother, Bill Watson, right,
while delivering remarks. Her husband William Coleman is at left. (Michael Mancuso | NJ
Advance Media for NJ.com)









John S. Watson (Photo courtesy of Bill Watson)



John S. Watson, center, flanked by Rev Jesse Jackson, left and Rev S.
Howard Woodson Jr., right (Photo courtesy of Bill Watson)



Health & Safety

Kean University is dedicated to protecting the health and well-being of our campus community. Learn more

about the University’s health and safety protocols designed to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
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John S. Watson Institute for Urban Policy and Research

Celebrating 30 Years of Policy Making and Innovation ok S Watson Institute for
Urban Policy and Research

Center for Urban Policy Research
The John S. Watson Institute for Urban Policy and Research is

"the think and do tank for public policy." The K E N Centerfor'the Positive Davelapment.of
institute is dedicated to deepening the analysis around critical S > Vs & Urban Children

'L,{‘ John S. Watson Institute for
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public policy challenges and broadening the range of policy 0, S S

ideas, perspectives and options available.
Kean EDA University Center

New Jersey Urban Mayors Policy Center
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Assemblyman John Watson in the street.
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State of New Jersey
Executive Order #54

Governor Christine Todd Whitman
Beturn to EQ Index

WHEREAS, Assemblyman John S. Watson was born in Camden in 1924, served honorably with the
United States Merchant Marine fleet during World War II, and devoted many vears in public service to
the people of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Assemblyman Watson had the distinction of being Mercer County's first African-American
Freeholder in 1970; and

WHEREAS. he became the State's first African-American chosen President of a Freeholder Board in
1977 in Mercer County; and

WHEREAS, he served the people of New Jersey in the Assembly for 12 vears and sponsored, among
other important measures, legislation to preserve thousands of acres of farmland through the Open Space
Preservation Bond Act; and

WHEREAS, he served as Chairman of the Assembly Appropriations Committee; and

WHEREAS, 1t 1s with deep sadness that we mourn the loss of Assemblyman Watson and extend our
sincerest sympathy to his family and friends; and

WHEREAS, it 1s fitting and appropriate to honor the memory and the passing of Assemblyman Watson;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1. CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN, Governor of the State of New Jersey, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby
ORDER and DIRECT:

1. The flag of the United States of America and the flag of the State of New Jersey shall be
flown at half-staff at all State departments, offices, agencies and instrumentalities during
appropriate hours on Tuesday, July 9, 1996 in recogmition and mourning of the passing of
Assemblyman Watson.

2. This Order shall take effect immediately.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal
this 9th day of July 1n the Year of
Our Lord, One Thousand Nine
Hundred and Ninety-Six, and of the
Independence of the United States,
the Two Hundred and Twenty-First

/s/ Christine Todd Whitman
Governor

Attest:

/s/ Harriet Derman
Chief Counsel to the Governor



(Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)




From left, Mercer County Freeholder Sam Frisbee, Dr. George A. Pruitt, retired president of Thomas Edison
State University and two of John S. Watson's three sons, Jay Watson, and Bill Watson. (Aaron Watson was in
attendance at the John S. Watson Avenue naming but not in this photo.) (Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance
Media for NJ.com)
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NJ Assembly Speaker John S. Watson (D)
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(Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)




U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)



U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)



U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)



U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)



Bounie Watson Coleman

Bonnia Wation Cokman, a bm-tima
amd influantial adwocaty for tha paopls
of Naw Jarsay, i curranty sardng har
sophomora tarm intha United Staks
Comyrass, Prior to har akaction 35 rap-
rasantatiea for Nawe Jarsay's 12" Con-
qrassional District, Watson Cokman
sarad gight consacutiva tarnms in tha
Naiy Jarsay Ganaral Assambby.

Tha daughtar of lagandany stata kegis-
lator John 8. Watson, Wation Cokman
has continuad a family lagacy of public
sarsea fighting for swoman, azonomi-
calky and socially disadwantaged popu-
lations, and othar vulnarablks groups in
aur sociaty. Watson Cokiman shattarad
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racial amd gandar barriars to bacoms
tha first Black swvoman to sara 35 ma-
joriby laadar of tha Naw Jarsay Ganaral
Aszsambly, and as tha chair of tha Naw
Jarsay Damocratee Stats Commitiag.
Har akction © tha Housa of Raprssan-
tatress inakas har tha first Black
woman b raprasant Naiw Jarsay in
Congrass,

Watson Cokman has kd tha call for rs-
fonms to prisonar rg-antry programs,
frahting tiralssshy to shut tha ravobdang
door of recidivisim for individuaks who
hawa raturnad from incarcaration. Dur-
imy har tira a5 majarity kadar, Watson
Colaman comanad 3 yaar-long saras
of public haarings on tha topi whik
shapharding kg
wlation through
tha Nawv Jarsay
Assambhby

that Tha Naw
York Tirmas calkd
“a modal for tha
rastoftha na-
tion,” on prisonar
rahabiltation and

For har sazond
tarm, a& a mam-
barof tha 115th Congrass, Waton
Colaman was salastad by har col
laaguas as tha vica ranking mambar of
tha Housa Homaland Sacurity Sommit-
tag, wwhara sha s also ranking mambar
on both tha Subsommittaa on Trans-

portation and Prowctiea Sacurity. Sha
ako sarason tha Hovsa Committes
on Ovarskhtand Govarnimant Rafonn.

wWation Cokman has championad kbg-
ilation to protact vulnarabks Amaricans
and communitiss ralated to gun safaty,
amdronmantal protaction, and bong-
tarm unamployimant Watson Cokman
i tha author of tha Haalthy NOK Act,
wwhich sweould allowe seoman to anollin,
ar changa thair haalth covearags if thay
bacoma pragnant, tha End For-Profit
Pricons Act, wehich wwoukd prohibittha
fadaral govarnimant from contracting
with for-profit prison corporations and,
tha SAFER Pipalinas Act thatwould re-
forim tha gas pipaling approval procass
ovarsgan vy tha Fadaral Enargy Ragu-
latory Commission.

In 2018, Waton Cokman, alongsida
ta of har collgaquas, foundad tha
Comyrassional Caucuson Black
wWornan and Girks, tha first Houss cau-
cus to study policy issvas ralatad to tha
conmtinuad succass and accomplish-
mants of that population. Watson Cola-
man s an activa mambar of

tha Congraessional Black Caucus,

tha Congrasssional Prograssiva Tau-
cus, tha Congrassional Caucus for
wWomans lssopas, tha Congrassional
LGET Ejquality Cavcus, and tha Son-
qrassional Asian Pacific Armarican Cau-
ATE

Watkion Cokman graduatad from

Thoras Edison Stats Colkags and ra-
camgd honorary docirata dagraeas
from Tha Colkaga of Naw Jarsay, Ridar
U nivarsity and Stockion Unrarsity. Sha
isa mambar of Alpha Kappahlpha
Samarity, 1nz. and co-chair of tha Girl
Scouts of Amarica Tapitol Hill Honorary
Troop.

wWatson Cokman and har husband
William rasida in Ewing Towenship and
ara blassad to hava thrag sons;
William, Troy, and Jarad and thraa
qrandchikiran; William, Kamryn and
Ashanaa.

Reva Foster

Rarva Fostar graduated cum lauds from
Allan Univarsity in Columbia, South
Caroling with a Bachalor of Scianca da-
qraa in Bology. Sha want on to pursug
qraduats work in Nizobiokgy at Niami
Univarsity wehara sha racarad a gradu-
aty assistantship teaching Nz biokgy
o frashiman and sophomar colkags
studants. Sha isa cartified mastar
trainar for tha Stanford U nrearsity
Chroni: Disaasa Salf-Nanagamant
Program. Fostar akio hokds sawvaral car-
tificatss in Businass Nanagamant,
Sanior Haalth, Quality Administration,
Daming Quality Circla and Intarnational
Group and Parsonal Fitnass Cartifics-
tions. Sha racarad an Honorablks Dis-
charga from tha U nitad Statass Air
Forea,
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On November 11, 2015, student and veteran George C., third from left, partnupated in a special presentation with, from
left, MCCC Trustee Rev. William Coleman, Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, President Wang; NJ Assemblyman
Wayne DeAngelo, Trustee Robert Di Falco, Director of Veterans Services John Becker, and Mercer County Freeholder Pat

Colavita. https://www.mccc.edu/~humphrew/whatsnew/VeteransDay2015.html



U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12
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U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)
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NJ STATE MUSEUM AUDITORIUM NOVEMBER 6, 2021, 11:00 AM- 6:00 PM

Jasi Mikae Edwards, born and raised in
Trenton, N, is a graduate from Trenton
Central High School and Mercer County
Community College. She is co-founder of
Operation Rebuild Trenton, a city-based
non-profit organization that works to cease
gun violence by engaging residents in
organized aclivities that encourage
community and civic participation.

JASI MIKAE EDWARDS
is a full ime Constituent Services
Representative for US Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman.






