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U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)
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We have itin our 'm“(h“'«,
TO BEGE ‘{ORLD OVER AGAIN

‘\ More than just w 181Ng a war
| of independence, \merican

! revolutionaries

took a great
~~I.|f‘h~hk‘d
t based on

the people
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We have it|in our power
TO BEGIN THE WORLD OVER AGAIN.

- Thomas Paine,|Common Sense, 1776
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6 THAT YOU ARE UNWORTHY OF WINNING.

- Adlai 'Stevenson, Democratic Presidential nominee, 1952 and 1956
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0il reservoir for aF

torches like this were used in political parades.

narade torch, about 1880s.
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Sometimes It Takes
AN AMENDMENT







KEEPING
the Vote

As new and diverse groups: of Americans
won the right to vote, local and national
concerns shifted from whether they could
vote to whether they would vot

als encouraged vote!

olls and looked for ways

er. Others changed voter
s and Election

come out to the p
ke voting

in attempts 0 minimi

As debates continu
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are: How = % L
v do we hold on to our vote? =

How do w
we get people to go out and vote?
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GETTING OUT
the Vote

Each election year a wealth of
buttons and stickers are worn
by Americans celebrating their
vote and urging others 10 0 o
the polls. Advocates for a wide
variety of constituencies and
causes work t0 build a sense
of community among like-

minded vpters and encourage
on Election

them to turn out
Day. High voter panicipation
can make

be reckone
ressure politicians to pay
attention t0 their concerns:
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GAINING the Vote

Voting rights expanded, contracted, and nded again as Americans
dealt with shifting issues of politics, race, clas
addition to the electorate brought a change to the balance of power and
led to collisions between practical politics and America’s demc
ideal of government “by the people.” Some established voters believed
that extending the vote to more Americans would strengthen the nation.
Others questioned the inclusion of people who might not share their

r who could threaten their control of the country’s political,

Constitutional amendments and federal

vote cannox be denied by

race, oolor, or previous condition of s

19th Amendment

The Voting R
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brilliant diversity spread like stars;
eful sky.
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i - President George H.W. Bush, 1988
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D, Roosevelt, 1938
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Let us never forget that government is ourselves
AND NOT|AN ALIEN POWER OVER US.
‘ — President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1938
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s, as before the 1aw: there should be NO RICH,
HITE, NO BLACK but coM
a COMMON DESTINY.

- Frederick Douglass, 1882
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Declaration of
naturalizz n of Independence protests England's limiting
aturalization of foreigners in the colonies -

Constituti i

i ‘ort\)i\_tl;uuon. under Article I, states that Congress is

» r:ja ish an uniform Rule of Naturalization,” eventually givi
ederal government sole authority over immigration. i

Bill of Rights outlines basic rights under the
new governm ent.

Naturalization Act of 1790 provides the fi
granting national citizenship to “free white people

13th Amendment abolishes slavery, although it does not grant
formerly enslaved persons the full rights of citizenship.

14th Amendment grants that all persons born or naturalized in
the United States are citizens and are guaranteed “equal protection
of the laws.

Naturalization Act of 1870 extends naturalization rights 0
former Afri slaves not born in the United States; Asian
immigrants I main excluded from citizenship.

Chinese xclusion Act of 1882 is the first U.S. law to ban immigration
i on race of nationality; itV uld be repealed in 1943-

U.S. Supreme Court rules that any child born in the United State:

rdless of race Of parents’ citizenship ccatus, is an American cirizen
regardless of rac :

ot law is passed limiting qual number of

based on cov
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We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are CREATED EQUAL, that
they are endowed by their Creator with
ccrm.in UNALIENABLE RIGHTS, that among
these are LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT
OF HAPPINESS. — That to secure these
rights, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED
AMONG MEN, deriy ing their just powers
from the CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED.

- Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
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