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N.C. Wyeth's famous mural, "Reception to Washington on April 21, 1789, at Trenton on his way to New York to Assume the Duties of the 
Presidency of the United States," is now displayed at the University's main campus at 101 West State Street in Trenton.

https://www.tesu.edu/nursing/news/1637438/wells-fargo-keeps-n-c-wyeth-painting-in-trenton-through-loan-to-thomas-edison-state-university



Mercer County Executive Brian Hughes





Trenton Civic Trustee Darren "Freedom" Green



A New Jersey Internship Program Connects Students of Color in  Hopewell open space program





NJ Senator Shirley K. Turner, Rider University graduate













Governor Christine Todd Whitman



US Senator Peter Inverso (R NJ), Rider University graduate













NJ Senator Linda R. Greenstein



NJ Governor Murphy (D) and Laura Wooten, Longest Serving Poll Worker in the United States







Hamilton Square NJ 1940s



Mercer County Community College is an early part of The 
Citizens Campaign's National Citizen Leadership Service



Trenton War Memorial



Trenton City Council President Kathy McBride
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NJ Assemblyman Anthony S. Verrelli



Trenton Transit Center  Trenton, New Jersey
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Trenton City Council Vive President Marge Caldwell-Wilson, North Ward



The Citizens Campaign Co-Founder and President, Harry S. Pozycki





NJ Assembly Speaker John S. Watson (D) 





Penn's Treaty With the Indians. Painting by Benjamin West. Image via Wikipedia.

“Each Lenape village was independent of the others and followed its own rules. A trusted 
spokesman, or sachem, was ‘in charge’ of each village; however, Lenape villages were democratic, 
and every member had a voice in important decision making. The role of the sachem was 
important for the village, though, in both times of peace and war. Eventually, Europeans began 
colonizing the Delaware River valley, and as relations between Native Americans and European 
settlers soured, these sachems assumed a larger role in village leadership, becoming recognized as 
chiefs.” https://www.monroehistorical.org/articles_files/110105_wmpenn.html



Princeton Battlefield



Governor Christine Todd Whitman







Members of the Trenton Fire Department, Marquis Stout, center, and Capt. Hiram Santiago, right, stop by the 
Trenton Public Library during the 2020 National Voter Registration event. Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com



NJ Assemblyman Daniel R. Benson



Hamilton Township Hall



Governors Tom Kean and Jim Florio, and civic rights leader Edith Savage-
Jennings became high-profile Civic Pledge takers at Liberty House in Jersey City.







Trenton City Councilman Joseph Harrison, East Ward



Drumthwacket, The Official Residence of the Governor of the State of New Jersey



Mercer County's own Laura Wooten, the longest serving poll worker in U.S. History
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NJ Governor Christine Todd Whitman (D) 1994-2001 (center) with Secretary of State Colin Powell (right)



Princeton University graduate John F. Kennedy, U.S. President, U.S. Senator, U.S. Congressman







NJ Assemblyman Wayne P. DeAngelo





In 1968 Shirley Chisholm became the first Black woman elected to Congress. Her legacy lives on 
today in Kamala Harris, the first Black woman elected as Vice President of the United States.



Ancient Greeks Voting with psephoi (pebbles) in a scene from the Wine Cup with the Suicide of Ajax 
(detail), about 490 B.C., attributed to the Brygos Painter. Red-figured kylix made in Athens. Terracotta, 

4 7/16 in. high x 12 3/8 in. diam. The J. Paul Getty Museum, 86.AE.286



https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5bae63366fd2b2e5b9f87e5e/627151f6a659c55149eab6d3_FINAL_%20CIVIC%20EDUCATION%20WHITE%20PAPER.pdf



Trenton Civic Trustees’ Meeting



The Interior of the NJ Capitol Dome



U.S. Congressman Chris Smith (R NJ-4)





New Jersey Capitol



… in nearby Bordentown
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Mercer Couunty Commissioner Sam Frisby



Voter Ballot Box, circa. 1900  from the Trentoniana Room, Trenton Free Public Library



Richard Stockton, signer of the United States Declaration of Independence



aka: The Laura Wooten Law





Women in New Jersey, ALL women, Voted Until 1807

• Women voted in Revolutionary America, over a hundred years before the United States 
Constitution guaranteed that right to women nationally.

• The 1776 New Jersey State Constitution referred to voters as "they," and statutes passed in 1790 
and 1797 defined voters as “he or she." This opened the electorate to free property owners, Black 
and white, male and female, in New Jersey. This lasted until 1807, when a new state law said only 
white men could vote.

• What can this story of changing laws about who could vote from the earliest days of American 
democracy teach us about what it means to vote and what it takes to preserve and expand that 
right?

• A newly discovered set of sources - lists of men and women, Black and white - who voted in New 
Jersey between 1798 and 1807 set off our quest to find the answers.

• In November 1807, the New Jersey State Legislature stripped the vote from women, people of 
color, and recent immigrants. They redefined the property qualification to include all white male 
taxpayers.

https://www.amrevmuseum.org/virtualexhibits/when-women-lost-the-vote-a-revolutionary-story/pages/how-did-women-gain-the-vote-the-promise-of-1776-for-women



New Jersey Assembly



https://patch.com/new-jersey/lawrenceville/former-house-
speaker-newt-gingrich-speak-rider-university



HOPEWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY





Trenton Police with Thanksgiving Holiday Basket Giveaway



Mercer County Commissioner Nina Melker



Photo credit – WWP team https://wanderwomenproject.com/places/rosa-parks-statue-in-new-jersey/

Rosa Parks Statue in New Jersey

Rosa Parks memorial stands in the heart of the 
Essex Government Complex in Newark, New Jersey. 
It is the first and only statue of Parks in New Jersey, 
and she is the only woman honored with a statue in 
this Complex.

Rosa Parks (1913-2005) was a civil rights activist 
who got famous when she refused to give up her 
bus seat to a white man on December 1st, 1955. 
Her act sparked the Montgomery bus boycott, one 
of the founding events in US history against racial 
segregation in transportation. Parks devoted her life 
to fighting for the cause of equal rights.

The statue was unveiled on October 1st, 2014, and 
was created by the Oregon artist, Thomas Jay 
Warren. The statue depicts Parks sitting on a bus 
seat, smiling, holding her purse. Her quote is 
inscribed on the seat next to her- “You must never 
be fearful of what you are doing when it is right.”

More statues of Parks stand in – the US Capitol, 
Washington, DC, Montgomery, Alabama, Dallas, TX, 
and more.



Roman Cicero Indicts Catiline Before the-Senate – by H.Schmidt, 1920



Trenton Civic Trustee Darren  “Freedom” Green leading a discussion



U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)



Rosa Park, Trenton, NJ 1956



Mercer County Community 
College has incorporated 
The Citizens Campaign's
No Blame Problem-Solving
Civic Leadership Training into 
the College's for credit 
courses and non-credit 
offerings to the community



Trenton City Councilman George Muschal, South Ward







Mercer County Commissioner Andrew Koontz



Samuel Howard Woodson Jr., 1st African-American Speaker of NJ General Assembly 
1974-1976,  member 1964-1976



Princeton New Jersey Post Office  New Deal Mural



Click to add text





U.S. Congressman Andy Kim (D-NJ3)



Alice Paul’s Crusade: How A Young Quaker from New Jersey Changed the National 
Conversation and Got the Vote [excerpt] By Mary Walton (continues)

On March 2, 1918, a news item appeared on the front page of the Alaskan newspaper The Seward 
Gateway. Under the headline, “Alice Paul Has Measles,” was a report that the “militant suffrage leader” 
was confined to her room but carrying on her campaign through the door’s keyhole. Paul was largely 
unknown five years earlier when she arrived in Washington to work for an amendment to the Constitution 
prohibiting voter discrimination based on sex. That a paper in a remote U.S. territory would now find her 
measles newsworthy, albeit embellished with a keyhole, suggested how she had captured the attention of 
the nation. 
Seldom out of the news, Paul had orchestrated the first organized social protest parade in the nation’s 
capital. She and her followers were the first ever to picket the White House. They also staged auto parades, 
rallies, petition drives, and news-making publicity stunts. And that was the point of it all: to keep suffrage 
constantly in front of the public, even to the nation’s farthest frozen frontiers. Between 1913 and 1918, she 
had proved to be a master tactician, a pioneer in non-violent resistance, a talented fundraiser, a charismatic 
organizer and a public relations genius.
Paul and Burns offered to take over the National Women’s Suffrage Association’s moribund Congressional 
Committee in Washington, DC, which was tasked with promoting a constitutional amendment. Paul topped 
her action list with a plan for a parade, a spectacle of a sort never seen in Washington...
On March 3, 1913, the day before Woodrow Wilson’s presidential inauguration, a procession of some 8,000 
mostly female marchers, wearing white or clad in colorful caps and capes, interspersed with mounted 
brigades and decorated floats, unspooled on Pennsylvania Avenue. The first float proclaimed: “We demand 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States enfranchising the women of the country.”[3] 
“Demand” was an incendiary word, something nice women didn’t do. They were putting an unsympathetic 
Wilson on notice that they expected action.

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/alice-paul-s-crusade-how-a-young-quaker-from-new-jersey
-changed-the-national-conversation-and-got-the-vote.htm

Alice Paul. Collections of the Library of Congress 
(https://www.loc.gov/item/2016866789/)

Silent Sentinels stand with their banners outside the White House gates. 
Collections of the Library of Congress (https://www.loc.gov/item/97500299/)



Alice Paul’s Crusade: How A Young Quaker from New 
Jersey Changed the National Conversation and Got the 
Vote {excerpt] By Mary Walton (continued)

...No sooner was Paul’s parade underway than thousands of onlookers spilled 
into its path, blocking its progress. Men spit at the marchers, threw lighted 
cigarettes and hurled insults, while police stood calmly by. To the surprise of 
many, Paul was pleased by this chaos. The parade made news coast to 
coast...

When the 66th assembled in early 1919, the Nineteenth Amendment passed 
both houses. Suffragists rejoiced. But Paul was apprehensive. If women were 
to vote in the 1920 election, they had just 14 months to convince 36 
legislatures, representing three-quarters of the states, to ratify the 
amendment. ​

Some states approved it quickly. In others, governors refused to call a special 
session. The South was united in opposition. By June 1920, however, 35 
states had ratified. Suffragists thought that Delaware would surely be the 
36th. But no. “Suffrage Dead at Dover,”[9] intoned the New York Times. ​

The battle over the amendment shifted to Tennessee. Paul sent nine 
organizers but stayed in Washington, raising money for their support. So she 
didn’t get to see Harry Burn, the legislature’s youngest member, cast the 
deciding vote. (In his pocket was a note from his mother. “Hurrah and vote 
for suffrage and don’t keep them in doubt.”) Soon after that, Paul’s mother, 
Tacie, penned a brief entry in her scrapbook. “During the summer Suffrage 
was granted to women . . .. Alice at last saw her dream realized.”

Suffrage protestors burn speech by President Wilson at Lafayette Statue in 
Washington, D.C. Collections of the Library of Congress 
(https://www.loc.gov/item/mnwp000192/)

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/womenshistory/19th-amendment-by-state.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/harry-t-burn.htm




NJ Governor Chris Christie (R)





Mercer County’s Laura Wooten, is the longest serving American Poll Worker in the United States.



Members of the Trenton Fire Departments stop by the Voter Registration Drive at 
the Trenton Public Library.

Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
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Trenton City Councilman Santiago Rodriguez, At Large
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Mercer County Community College’s Board of Trustees meeting on Thursday, April 18, at the James Kerney Campus



West Windsor Mayor Hemant Marathe



Paul organized the pivotal 1913 suffrage march in Washington on which the teleplay "Votes for 
Women" is based. It was an event that also exposed the racial divisions within the movement, 
including a confrontation with activist Ida B. Wells, shown above.

https://bronx.news12.com/play-depicting-life-of-new-jersey-women-s-suffrage-activist-alice-paul-filmed-at-her-childhood-home





Voting and census literature on tables in front of the Trenton Public Library 
on National Voter Registration Day 2020.

Michael Mancuso | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com



James Florio, NJ Governor, graduate of The College of New Jersey





https://suffragistmemorial.org/memorial-statues/

Alice Paul statue in Lorton, Virginia

Alice Paul (1885-1977), born to Quaker parents in Mount 
Laurel returned to New Jersey from London where she had 
been active in the radical English suffrage movement.

She later became the acknowledged leader of the radical wing 
of the national woman suffrage movement. Paul was the 
architect of some of the most outstanding political 
achievements on behalf of women in the 20th century. In fact, 
she dedicated her life to the single cause of securing equal 
rights for all women. Paul founded the National Woman’s Party 
in 1914 and led the first picketers to the White House gates in 
the name of women’s suffrage. When women won the right to 
vote in 1920, Paul turned her focus to the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA) which she authored in 1923.

Additionally, Paul worked for international women’s rights. As a 
result, she founded the World Woman’s Party in 1938 with its 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Paul then succeeded in 
securing a sexual discrimination clause in Title VII of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. She lobbied Representatives to pass the ERA in 
her Moorestown nursing home. To this day, Paul’s legacy lives 
on through the work of the Alice Paul Institute, located in her 
Mount Laurel childhood home, Paulsdale, which is now a 
National Historic Landmark.

https://njwomenshistory.org/discover/biographies/alice-paul/



Demonstrators associated with the League of Women Voters

https://www.lwvnj.org/header/newsroom









Trenton City Councilwoman Robin Vaughn, West Ward





Ewing Mayor Bert Steinmann







https://suffragistmemorial.org/memorial-statues/

Alice Paul statue in Lorton, Virginia

Alice Paul (1885-1977), born to Quaker parents in Mount 
Laurel returned to New Jersey from London where she had 
been active in the radical English suffrage movement.

She later became the acknowledged leader of the radical wing 
of the national woman suffrage movement. Paul was the 
architect of some of the most outstanding political 
achievements on behalf of women in the 20th century. In fact, 
she dedicated her life to the single cause of securing equal 
rights for all women. Paul founded the National Woman’s Party 
in 1914 and led the first picketers to the White House gates in 
the name of women’s suffrage. When women won the right to 
vote in 1920, Paul turned her focus to the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA) which she authored in 1923.

Additionally, Paul worked for international women’s rights. As a 
result, she founded the World Woman’s Party in 1938 with its 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Paul then succeeded in 
securing a sexual discrimination clause in Title VII of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. She lobbied Representatives to pass the ERA in 
her Moorestown nursing home. To this day, Paul’s legacy lives 
on through the work of the Alice Paul Institute, located in her 
Mount Laurel childhood home, Paulsdale, which is now a 
National Historic Landmark.

https://njwomenshistory.org/discover/biographies/alice-paul/



Trenton Hall, formerly Loser Hall, at The College of New Jersey









Nineteenth-century painting by Philipp Foltz depicting the Athenian politician 
Pericles delivering his famous funeral oration in front of the Assembly







East Windsor Mayor Janice Mironov









Trenton Free Public Library



Pennington Mayor James Davy







Titusville
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U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12), Thomas Edicon State University graduate



Lawrence Mayor John Ryan



NJ Governor John Corzine (D) 2006 - 2010







Sayen Gardens



Robbinsville Mayor Dave Fried



https://www.alicepaul.org/about-alice-paul/









Princeton Junction





Mercer County Commissioner Terrance Stokes



When Trenton Votes - table vote





On November 11, 2015, student and veteran George C., third from left, participated in a special presentation 
with, from left, MCCC Trustee Rev. William Coleman, Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, President Wang; 
NJ Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo, Trustee Robert Di Falco, Director of Veterans Services John Becker, and 
Mercer County Freeholder Pat Colavita. https://www.mccc.edu/~humphrew/whatsnew/VeteransDay2015.html







Hamilton Mayor Jeff Martin





Professor Emerita Vera Goodkin packed the room as she shared her story of survival during the Holocaust at the 
Mercer County Holocaust, Genocide, and Human Rights Education Center on MCCC's West Windsor Campus.





Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States Elena Kagan, Princeton University graduate







https://www.alicepaul.org/about-alice-paul/

In 1912, Alice Paul joined her NAWSA 
colleagues Lucy Burns and Crystal 
Eastman in a move to Washington, D.C. 
With little funding and in true Pankhurst 
style, Paul and Burns quickly got to work 
organizing a publicity event guaranteed 
to gain maximum national attention. The 
well-matched pair designed a massive 
and elaborate parade for thousands of 
women to march up Pennsylvania 
Avenue on March 3, 1913, the day prior 
to the inaugural parade of President-
elect Woodrow Wilson.



Trenton Mayor Reed Gusciora











Princeton Mayor Mark Freda



Democracy and Public Life
in

Trenton and Mercer County,
New Jersey













Mercer County Commissioner Kristin McLaughlin





MCCC OMB 
801

Constitution
of the

Mercer County Community College
Governance System

I. Preamble

The college’s governance system establishes a formal set of related groups and procedures through 
which members from throughout the faculty and staff collaborate to review and make 
recommendations concerning matters of importance to the college’s educational program and 
services.

The College Assembly (CA) consists of all full-time faculty and staff members, and is the pre-eminent
recommending body on those matters on which it acts. The College Governance Council (CGC), the
Faculty Council on Teaching and Learning (FCTL) and their Task Forces and Standing Committees allow
efficient and thorough consideration of governance issues by elected representatives of the full-time
faculty and staff, and also include student and adjunct faculty representatives as appropriate.

The governance system is a critical element in the sharing of leadership and decision-making
opportunities throughout the faculty and staff, and for the inclusion of student perspectives on 
continued improvement of the institution. The system is intended to have a bias for action—for 
efficiently, intelligently and effectively addressing a wide range of issues and concerns that affect 
program quality and student success...







Alum Wayne DeAngelo's Path to Legislature Begins at MCCC 5/23/11

• West Windsor, N.J. - When Wayne DeAngelo '87 (Electronics Engineering Technology) enrolled at Mercer in 
1983 after graduating from Steinert High School, he had some things to figure out - such as what he wanted to 
do with his life. According to DeAngelo, Mercer County Community College proved the perfect place to do just 
that. 

Starting off part-time, DeAngelo took a variety of classes over several years at the college. But, when he took 
his first Electronics Engineering Technology course, he quickly realized this was something he was both good 
at and enjoyed... 

In more recent years, DeAngelo has largely balanced his hands-on work with work in the public sector. For the 
past 12 years, he has served as the assistant business manager for IBEW Local 269, which counts 1200 
members throughout Central New Jersey and Bucks County, Pa. He also serves as president of the Mercer-
Burlington County Building and Construction Trades, which promotes and supports men and women in skilled 
labor unions.

• DeAngelo also got active in local government. A lifelong Hamilton resident, he first served on the Hamilton 
Township Zoning Board, then on the Town Council and most recently on the Planning Board.

And, broadening his sights even further, in 2007, DeAngelo ran for state public office and was elected to the 
New Jersey General Assembly for the 14th Legislative District, where he now serves as Deputy Speaker Pro 
Tempore. His professional experience as an electrician and labor union leader has provided critical 
understanding of issues in his role as vice chair of the Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee 
and as a member of the Assembly Labor Committee.

• DeAngelo's recently sponsored bills include one that provides for mail-in voting in general elections, another 
that creates a "one-stop shopping" online database for public contracts, and a third designed to control 
employer taxes and provide assistance to the unemployed. The Governor recently signed into law measures 
sponsored by DeAngelo to improve the state's online system to handle unemployment claims and to streamline 
access to orders issued by the Board of Public Utilities affecting telephone, cable and utility services for 
consumers.

DeAngelo is gratified that his career track has turned in the direction of public service, where "I am able to have 
a broader impact on the lives of New Jersey's citizens." DeAngelo knows the importance of reaching out to 
those in need in his community and maintain strong ties to MCCC and its students.

He traces his present success and service to his start at Mercer. "It's a great school for everyone - for high 
school graduates and returning adult students, for those who know what they want to do and those who still 
need to figure it out. At Mercer, you will get the mentoring you need." Excerpt from MCCCNews, Wendy Humphrey



Hopewell Mayor Courtney Peters-Manning



Princeton Battlefield









NJ Assemblywoman Verlina Reynolds-Jackson







Trenton Olympic Gold Medalist, Athing Mu





Mercer County Commissioner John Cimino







Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, center, looks to her brother, Bill Watson, right, 
while delivering remarks. Her husband William Coleman is at left. (Michael Mancuso | NJ 

Advance Media for NJ.com)









Faculty Association members attend MCCC Board of Trustees meeting May 23, 2019. Photo: Drew Mumich



New Jersey State Library Larks West Windsor



S. Howard Woodson on November 7, 1967. (Photo:: David Wildstein 

Collection).

Trailblazer: Speaker S. Howard 

Woodson
First Black Speaker of the New Jersey State Assembly

By David Wildstein, January 17 2022 12:13 am NEW JERSEY GLOBE

Rev. S. Howard Woodson (1916-1999) was the first Black to serve as 

Speaker of the New Jersey State Assembly. He held the post in 1974 and 

1975.

He was the first black to serve as a Speaker in any state since 

Reconstruction.

He was also the state’s first African American legislative leader when he 

became Assembly Minority Leader in 1968.

Woodson was a minister who moved to Trenton as pastor of the Shiloh Baptist 

Church. He became president of the Trenton NAACP, and the state NAACP in 1960.

He was elected to the Trenton City Council in 1962.

In 1964, Gov. Richard Hughes appointed Assemblyman Vincent Panaro to serve as the 

Mercer County Prosecutor. Woodson ran in a November special election to fill the 

remaining fourteen months of Panaro’s Assembly seat. He defeated Republican Sydney 

Souter by 5,368 votes — a strong margin, but far less than Lyndon Johnson’s 31,904-

vote margin over Barry Goldwater in Mercer County.

After three years in the Assembly, Democrats picked Woodson as their minority 

leader. He held that post for two years.

Woodson’s departure — in those days, legislative leaders were held to just two year 

terms — led to a fight for the minority leader post between John Horn (D-Camden) and 

David Friedland (D-Jersey City). Woodson backed Horn, who lost to Friedland by two 

votes.

When Democrats captured a razor-thin 40-39 majority in 1971 — independent Anthony 

Imperiale of Newark also won — Woodson emerged as the Democratic candidate for 

Speaker. Horn was to be Majority Leader on Woodson’s ticket.

Woodson’s campaign for speaker ended when Friedland and three other Democrats 

made a deal to elect Republican Tom Kean the new Speaker.

Horn became the new Minority Leader.

In 1973, Democrats won 66 Assembly seats as part of the Watergate landslide. Horn 

moved up to the Senate that year, and Woodson became the new Speaker.

Woodson served as Speaker for two years, succeeded by Bayonne’s Joseph LeFante in 

1976. His tenure coincided with the first two years of Brendan Byrne’s term as 

governor,

Byrne had called on the Legislature to adopt a $1 billion tax hike package that included 

the creation of a state income tax.

Woodson was re-elected six times with little difficult; his toughest race was in the 1975 

Democratic primary when he defeated former Hamilton Township mayor Albert 

DeMartin by 2,185 votes.

He resigned from the Assembly in 1976 when when Byrne nominated him to serve in 

his cabinet as president of the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.

Woodson died in 1999. This story was first published on January 21, 2019

https://newjerseyglobe.com/author/david-wildstein/


Mercer County Executive Brian Hughes, Thomas Edicon State University graduate
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Mercer Camp College



MCCC Alumnus Ralston Denton '99 Named Captain of Trenton Fire Department

https://www.mccc.edu/pr/Alumni/2020/Ralston_Denton.html





Trenton State Prison



Paul organized the pivotal 1913 suffrage march in Washington on which the teleplay "Votes for 
Women" is based. It was an event that also exposed the racial divisions within the movement, 
including a confrontation with activist Ida B. Wells, shown above.

https://bronx.news12.com/play-depicting-life-of-new-jersey-women-s-suffrage-activist-alice-paul-filmed-at-her-childhood-home





"Civic Duty Hero" Laura Wooten, 
late of Princeton, longest 
continuously serving poll worker –
79 years



Mercer County native, US Supreme Court Justice Antonio Scalia, 1986-2016, urged us all to 
show "civic courage"





Pledge  On June 22, 2017 hosted at the NJ State Library





U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)





Laura Wooten Law Setting up Rutgers Civics Center and 
Mandating Middle School Civics Instruction







S. Howard Woodson on November 7, 1967. (Photo:: David Wildstein 

Collection).

Trailblazer: Speaker S. Howard 

Woodson
First Black Speaker of the New Jersey State Assembly

By David Wildstein, January 17 2022 12:13 am NEW JERSEY GLOBE

Rev. S. Howard Woodson (1916-1999) was the first Black to serve as 

Speaker of the New Jersey State Assembly. He held the post in 1974 and 

1975.

He was the first black to serve as a Speaker in any state since 

Reconstruction.

He was also the state’s first African American legislative leader when he 

became Assembly Minority Leader in 1968.

Woodson was a minister who moved to Trenton as pastor of the Shiloh Baptist 

Church. He became president of the Trenton NAACP, and the state NAACP in 1960.

He was elected to the Trenton City Council in 1962.

In 1964, Gov. Richard Hughes appointed Assemblyman Vincent Panaro to serve as the 

Mercer County Prosecutor. Woodson ran in a November special election to fill the 

remaining fourteen months of Panaro’s Assembly seat. He defeated Republican Sydney 

Souter by 5,368 votes — a strong margin, but far less than Lyndon Johnson’s 31,904-

vote margin over Barry Goldwater in Mercer County.

After three years in the Assembly, Democrats picked Woodson as their minority 

leader. He held that post for two years.

Woodson’s departure — in those days, legislative leaders were held to just two year 

terms — led to a fight for the minority leader post between John Horn (D-Camden) and 

David Friedland (D-Jersey City). Woodson backed Horn, who lost to Friedland by two 

votes.

When Democrats captured a razor-thin 40-39 majority in 1971 — independent Anthony 

Imperiale of Newark also won — Woodson emerged as the Democratic candidate for 

Speaker. Horn was to be Majority Leader on Woodson’s ticket.

Woodson’s campaign for speaker ended when Friedland and three other Democrats 

made a deal to elect Republican Tom Kean the new Speaker.

Horn became the new Minority Leader.

In 1973, Democrats won 66 Assembly seats as part of the Watergate landslide. Horn 

moved up to the Senate that year, and Woodson became the new Speaker.

Woodson served as Speaker for two years, succeeded by Bayonne’s Joseph LeFante in 

1976. His tenure coincided with the first two years of Brendan Byrne’s term as 

governor,

Byrne had called on the Legislature to adopt a $1 billion tax hike package that included 

the creation of a state income tax.

Woodson was re-elected six times with little difficult; his toughest race was in the 1975 

Democratic primary when he defeated former Hamilton Township mayor Albert 

DeMartin by 2,185 votes.

He resigned from the Assembly in 1976 when when Byrne nominated him to serve in 

his cabinet as president of the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.

Woodson died in 1999. This story was first published on January 21, 2019

https://newjerseyglobe.com/author/david-wildstein/




New Jersey State Library Trenton, New Jersey







NJ.com Mercer
Edith Savage-Jennings, civil rights activist who 
knew Martin Luther King Jr., speaks at TCNJ
By Cristina Rojas : Apr. 26, 2014
EWING — In her decades as a civil rights advocate, Trenton 
activist Edith Savage-Jennings has had a front-row seat to 
history.
She enjoyed a close friendship with Martin Luther King Jr. and 
wife Coretta Scott King, helped integrate a school in 
Mississippi and as a young girl, became a pen pal of none 
other than first lady Eleanor Roosevelt.
Savage-Jennings, 90, shared her experiences yesterday at the 
“Stand Against Racism” event at the Kidsbridge Tolerance 
Museum, showing how she started to take a stand from a 
very young age, instigating change big and small and inspiring 
others to do their part.
“Each of us can do something if we want to really do it,” she 
said. “If you’re in a situation where you see prejudice is really 
being shown or happening, speak up.”
When she was 10, she was asked to present flowers to the 
first lady on behalf of the New Jersey State Federation of 
Colored Women’s Clubs. She was told not to say anything, 
but she couldn’t resist the temptation, adding “I want to 
thank you for being so nice to colored people.”
That marked the beginning of a relationship struck up 
between her and the first lady until Roosevelt’s death in 
1962... continued...
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Trenton Civil Rights Leader Edith Savage-Jennings

… When she was 13, Savage-Jennings, fearful of heights, did not want to sit in 
the balcony of the Capitol Theatre in Trenton, where blacks were supposed to 
sit. She found a seat in the second row and refused to move despite an usher 
and manager reprimanding her for sitting in the wrong seat.
“We sat through the whole show and never moved,” she said. “We integrated 
Capitol Theatre. The next week, we went back to make sure we could sit in 
those same seats and nobody said anything.”
At an eatery downtown, when she was told she could not sit down to eat her 
hot dog, she stood her ground and at an ice cream parlor, she called out a clerk 
who would always tease her and her friends with chocolate ice cream. And the 
list goes on and on.
Her confidence was something that came naturally.
“I felt, ‘Why should I have to do all of this if I’m free?’” she said. “It gave me the 
nerve to do all the things I was able to do when I got really into the movement.”
In her first job in the sheriff’s office, she spoke up about the discrimination she 
faced, and in her first months working in the Mercer County Detention Center, 
she brought the racial segregation of inmates to the attention of the county 
freeholders — white children ate in the dining room, while the blacks were kept 
to the kitchen and given raggedy clothes to wear.
“I said, ‘Here I go again,’” she recalled. “I couldn’t tolerate what was going on 
because I felt that it was unfair.”
In 1957, she was introduced to King and, after holding one of the earliest 
fundraisers for the civil rights movement, she became his fundraiser.
“It was a relationship that I can’t really explain,” she said.
It was not uncommon for King to call her at midnight to ask her opinion of this, 
that or the other, and on the morning that he would be assassinated, he asked 
that she would remain close with his wife should anything happen to him.
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US Senator Bill Bradley (D NJ), Princeton Universi9ty graduate.





Assemblyman John Watson in the street.



U.S. Post Office, West Trenton



NJ Governor Christine Todd Whitman (D) 1994-2001 (right) with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (left)
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School board members at the New Jersey School Boards Association’s Delegate Assembly on Nov. 18, 2017 
at the Conference Center at Mercer, located on the campus of Mercer County Community College
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Princeton Battlefield Monument





U.S. Senator Menendez (D-NJ)
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After graduating from The College of New Jersey (now 
Princeton University), Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, NJ Governor, US Senator William Paterson







Black Lives Matter Solidarity Vigil in West Windsor







The Citizens Campaign and Mercer County Community College announced the establishment of a Citizen Leadership Center on 10/20/2021. 
(Left to Right) MCCC President Jianping Wang, Harry Pozycki, Founder of The Citizens Campaign, Dean Tonya Perry Conley, Darren "Freedom" 

Green, Professor Ken Howarth







Cadwaldaer Park, Trenton NJ







U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ)
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TRENTON, N.J. (CBS) — New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy signed legislation on Thursday making 
Juneteenth a state and public holiday. The holiday 
commemorates the ending of slavery in America.
The legislation designates the third Friday in June 
as a state and public holiday. “It gives me great 
pride to celebrate emancipation and New Jersey’s 
great diversity by designating Juneteenth as an 
official State holiday.” Murphy said. 
“Commemorating this date is just one component 
of our collective approach to end a generational 
cycle of pain and injustice that has gone on for far 
too long. Every Juneteenth, we will celebrate the 
end of the physical chains which once held Black 
Americans down. While more work lies ahead to 
undo the oppression that remains, Juneteenth is 
important marker that reminds us of our mission 
to create a society that enables our Black 
communities to achieve the full equality which 
they deserve.”
New Jersey was recently named the fourth-most 
diverse state in the country, according to 
WalletHub.

New Jersey Gov. Murphy Signs Legislation Designating 
Juneteenth A State, Public Holiday

By CBS Staff September 10, 2020
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The Smithsonian's Museums on 
Main Street Voices and Votes 

Exhibit
At

Mercer County Community College







U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D NJ-12)








































































































