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Business and Technology Division
Winston Maddox, Dean

Accounting

Ed Blissit Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Ed Blissit to outstanding 
students in the Accounting program who demonstrate financial need.

Theresa Walts
Theresa is enrolled in the business administration program and is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa.  Her goal is to reenter the working world.

NJ Society of Certified Public Accountants Scholarship is given to a continuing  
student pursuing a major in Accounting with a 3.0 GPA.

Olga Birioukov
Olga is an accounting major and a Dean’s List student.  She is planning to take the CPA 
exam in 2014.

Purvi Dogra
Purvi is an accounting major and is a Dean’s List student.  

Nehal Desai
Nahal Desai is an accounting major and a President’s List student. 

Alapi Desai
Alapi Desai is an accounting major and a Dean’s List student, who is planning to take the 
CPA exam in 2015. 

Alex Neuman
Alex is an accounting major and a President’s List student.

Architecture

Architecture Scholarships are endowed scholarships awarded annually to ascending 
architecture students based on talent and academic achievement.

Timothy Lukowicz
Timothy carries a GPA of 3.44.  He plans to transfer to the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology to further his studies.

Armond Gorrell
Armond carries a GPA of 3.55. He plans to transfer to Florida International University after 
graduating from MCCC.

Jeffrey Louciano Najem
Jeffrey carries a GPA of 3.82.  He plans to continue his education in architecture.

Alex Brown
Alex is an architect student at Mercer in his sophomore year.  He currently works in retail 
but in the future hopes to be working at a public architectural firm.  He comes from a 
small family and will be the first college graduate in his family.

Frederick Angeles
When he completes his studies at MCCC, Frederick would like to transfer to a four-year 
school.



Giovanni Sosa
After completing his studies at MCCC, Giovanni would like to obtain his Masters and join 
Architects without Borders. 

Roy Church Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Roy Church, awarded to a 
student enrolling or enrolled in the Architecture program.

Armond Gorrell
Armond carries a GPA of 3.55. He plans to transfer to Florida International University after 
graduating from MCCC.

Jamil E. Faridy Scholarship is awarded to a second-year full-time architecture student.

Jeffrey Louciano Najem
Jeffrey carries a GPA of 3.82.  He plans to continue his education in architecture.

David R. Fraytak Scholarship Endowment is awarded to an exemplary Architecture 
student in honor of David R. Fraytak and his many years of service with FVHD 
Architects.

Alex Brown
Alex is an architect student at Mercer in his sophomore year.  He currently works in retail 
but in the future hopes to be working at a public architectural firm.  He comes from a 
small family and will be the first college graduate in his family.

Aviation

Lance F. Hansen Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Lance Hansen to a 
continuing student enrolled in the Aviation Flight Technology program.

Gifty Sannie
Gifty’s love for aviation is extraordinary.  As a young child she was fasinated by the 
science of aviation and how aircraft functioned. She is a native of Ghana, West Africa, 
having immigrated to the US about 7 years ago. Her dream to become a commercial pilot 
will go beyond her wildest dreams.

Harry D. Trought Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Harry D. Trought, a 
former MCCC employee, to an outstanding aviation student.

John Tarquino
John is a current student majoring in aviation.  Since he was very small, he has had a great 
passion for airplanes and the opportunity to fly.  The program here at Mercer has allowed 
him to pursue these dreams and he looks forward to a bright future in the aviation industry.

The Sky’s the Limit Scholarship is given to several deserving Aviation students from 
funds raised through a golf outing held by Friends of Trenton-Mercer Airport.

John Tarquino
John is a current student majoring in aviation.  Since he was very small, he has had a 
great passion for airplanes and the opportunity to fly.  The program here at Mercer has 
allowed him to pursue these dreams and he looks forward to a bright future in the aviation 
industry.



Chris Moyers
Chris has completed MCCC’s aviation program by fulfilling the requirements of an 
associate’s degree and a commercial pilot’s license. He is a flight instructor at Mercer 
Flight Academy and his objective is to help students earn their pilots certificates and at 
the same time expand his level of aviation experience.  His ultimate goal is to become a 
professional pilot for either a major corporation or legacy airline.

Mike Monaghan
Mike is from Old Bridge, NJ and he’s chosen to attend Mercer for their Aviation Flight 
Technology program.  This is his second semester here as he finishes up his Private Pilot’s 
License and begins working towards his Commercial License.  After graduating he plans to 
begin his career as a pilot and hopefully, earn a job for a major airline.

Richard Wilson
Richard is a student Veteran hoping to have a career in aviation ever since he was a child.  
He’s always wanted to be a pilot.  He hopes to have his pilot’s license in the near future 
and is looking forward to a long career flying airplanes.

Gifty Sannie
Gifty’s love for aviation is extraordinary.  As a young child she was fasinated by the 
science of aviation and how aircraft functioned. She is a native of Ghana, West Africa, 
having immigrated to the US about 7 years ago. Her dream to become a commercial pilot 
will go beyond her wildest dreams.

Business

National Westminster Bank Scholarship is given to a continuing student in the Business 
program.

Melody Hicks
Melody is a Business Administration major with a 4.0 GPA.  She plans on transferring to 
either TCNJ or Rider. She is involved in quite a few extracurricular activities at MCCC. She 
was the former Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society Treasurer, and remains an active member 
of the society. She is also a member of the Stars Club, the Global Trade and Finance club, 
LEAD and FBLA-PBL. She is currently the Student Government Association Treasurer.

PNC Bank Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student who demonstrates academic 
excellence in the business program.

Jonghyun Phoenix
Jo has been attending Mercer in the Business Administration program since 2009. She 
has earned 56 credits and has maintained a GPA of 4.0. During her time at Mercer, Jo 
has gained interest in Business Statistics and Economics. She is planning on transferring 
to UPENN or Temple University to study Actuarial Science. Jo wants to be involved in 
helping others make better business decisions, applying the quantitative approach that she 
will continue to learn at Mercer and in her future studies.

Yae Na Yoon
Yae Na Yoon has been studying in the Business Administration program since 2011. She is 
planning to major in accounting at NYU next fall. After she finishes undergraduate school, 
Yae would like to become a CPA and uphold the highest ethical standards.

Anthony Venutolo
Anthony is a Business Administration major who graduated in August with a GPA of 3.39.



Justin Parag
Justin is majoring in Business Administration and has a 4.0 GPA. Upon completion of his 
associate’s degree, Justin wants to transfer to TCNJ and major in Finance and Economics. 
He is a mentor in the DREAM program. Justin hopes to own his own business one day.  

Dung (June) Nguyen Hanh Kieu
June is a business administration major at Mercer (although her instructor is trying to get 
her to consider math as a major, too). She is interested in Actuarial Science and plans to 
transfer to Rider to pursue majors in Math and Finance. She is an International student and 
hopes that while attending Rider she will be able to take at least two of the actuarial exams 
before she graduates. She is a serious, hard-working student whose motivation will surely 
lead to achievement of her goals.

Melody Hicks
Melody is a Business Administration major with a 4.0 GPA.  She plans on transferring to 
either TCNJ or Rider. She is involved in quite a few extracurricular activities at MCCC. She 
was the former Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society Treasurer, and remains an active member 
of the society. She is also a member of the Stars Club, the Global Trade and Finance Club, 
LEAD and FBLA-PBL. She is currently the Student Government Association Treasurer.

Engineering Science

Tony Luce Endowed Scholarship is awarded to a full or part-time student from MCCC 
studying electrical engineering; Engineering Science or Electronics. 

Adam Lee Burrous
Adam is an Engineering Science major with a grade point average of 3.26.  After 
completing his associate of science degree, he plans to transfer to a four year school to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering.

Charles Russell Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of MCCC alumnus Charles 
Russell, to an outstanding student in Civil Engineering Technology or Electronics 
Engineering Technology.

Eric Lamont McSeed
Eric is a Civil Engineering Technology major with a GPA of 3.68.  He plans to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering.

Civil Engineering      

Professional Engineers’ Society of Mercer County Scholarship is awarded to an 
outstanding student in the Engineering program.

Tomiwa Emmanuel Awe
Tomiwa is an Engineering Science major with a GPA of 3.67.  He plans to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering.



Funeral Service

Robert Blanchard Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a student dedicated to learning 
and entering the final year of the Funeral Service program.

John Napoli
John is a Funeral Service major with a GPA of 4.0.

Columbia Bibbo-Petrolle Scholarship is given in memory of Columbia Bibbo-Petrolle to 
a continuing student enrolled in funeral service.

Kerri-Anne Krapf
Kerri-Anne is a member of the Funeral Service program and has a GPA of 3.0.

Joseph Gritz Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Joseph Gritz who entered 
funeral service as a second career.  He always appreciated the encouragement and 
support that he received as a student at MCCC.  He also encountered some classmates 
who struggled to meet their financial obligations so he created a scholarship to be used 
to help promising funeral service students fund their academic pursuits.

William Ariza, Jr.
William is a member of the Funeral Service program and has a GPA of 3.13

Jenna Lea Polascak
Jenna is a member of the Business Management program and the Funeral Service 
Preparatory program. She carries a GPA of 3.33 and is a Dean’s list recipient.

Hospitality

Chef Anne Lumberger Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Chef Anne 
Lumberger to a continuing Baking/Pastry Arts student whose cake design has been 
selected by our Chef Instructors to lead the preparation of our annually donated cake 
for the “In the Pink” charitable event to raise money for the YWCA Princeton Cancer 
Resource Center.  This scholarship is awarded each year to keep Chef Anne’s spirit alive 
and encourage students to take part in this charitable cause.

Natalie Russano
Natalie has demonstrated balance as another one of our students working full-time hours 
in addition to their academic pursuits.  As a Pastry Arts major, Natalie takes great pride in 
learning her craft.  In addition to classes and work, Natalie was recently elected to serve as 
President of our Hospitality Club.  She has proven her ability to balance work, school and 
extracurricular activities by maintaining a 3.93 GPA.

Laurenti Charitable Trust Scholarship is given to a continuing student enrolled in the 
Hospitality program.

Nareerat Rattanachaisuwan
Affectionately known as “Gus,” Nareerat is one of our brightest and most dedicated 
students.  Her 3.96 GPA boasts of Nareerat being nearly perfect.  She is an example and 
role model to her peers showing them that hard work does, in fact, pay off.  Given her 
capabilities and commitment to any/everything she does, she is only limited by her desires 
and what she sets her mind to accomplish.

Merrill Lynch Hospitality Scholarship is awarded to a continuing student in the Hotel, 
Restaurant and Institution Management Program.

Christie Gonzalez
Christie is truly committed to her studies.  She continues to work hard to achieve her 
academic goals and working towards her A.A.S. in Pastry Arts.



Chef Jacket Partnership Scholarships are given through donations made by several 
generous supporters to students enrolled specifically in the Hospitality program.

Blue Bottle Café

Ray Montero
Ray is an excellent student who has excelled in his culinary courses.  He is working towards 
his A.A.S in Culinary Arts.  He has demonstrated his skill level with our Hospitality Club – 
serving as a Club Officer and was recently elected to serve as Vice President.  Hopefully 
soon, Ray will have the opportunity to demonstrate his knowledge and skills in the 
restaurant industry.

Ergo Chef LLC 

Rodye Paquiot
Rodye has demonstrated her skills learned in a positive and professional manner and 
represents our programs well.  Rodye is a role model of professionalism.  She is looking 
forward to earning her A.A.S. in Hotel, Restaurant and Institution Management, currently 
holding an excellent 3.75 GPA.

Elements  

Pamela Ballard
Pamela is one of our brightest stars.  In addition to her to fulltime studies and work 
responsibilities, Pam has proudly represented our Culinary Programs in her internship at 
Elements Restaurant in Princeton, NJ, and is now employed by this prestigious restaurant 
and Sponsor Partner of our Culinary Programs.  Pam is truly a role model for work ethic 
and the ability for students to succeed when they are willing to work hard to accomplish 
their dreams/goals.

Griggstown Farm

Natalie Russano
Natalie has demonstrated balance as another one of our students working full-time hours 
in addition to their academic pursuits.  As a Pastry Arts major, Natalie takes great pride in 
learning her craft.  In addition to classes and work, Natalie was recently elected to serve as 
President of our Hospitality Club.  She has proven her ability to balance work, school and 
extracurricular activities by maintaining a 3.93 GPA.

Mercer Oaks Catering

Nanthawan Maneethong
Nan is an excellent student recently earning her degree in Hotel, Restaurant & Institution 
Management.  She continues to take culinary classes to learn skills that may assist her with 
her future career goals.  In the interim, Nan traveled back to her native Thailand to spend a 
month learning and perfecting her carving skills.  

Nassau Inn

Michael Rabenowitz
Michael should soon complete his A.A.S. in Culinary Arts.  In addition to his full-time class 
schedule, he has gained additional knowledge outside of the classroom by working in the 
kitchen at the Nassau Inn in Princeton.



RC Fine Foods

Brian Urbish
Brian is pursuing his degree in Culinology.  In addition to the high level math and sciences 
required for this program, he is able to demonstrate his intellect as a server in fine dining 
at Rat’s restaurant.  The communication techniques he is learning through this level of 
service should prove beneficial as he pursues as career in food science.

Sysco Foods

Christopher Bliziotis
Christopher is currently pursuing his academic goals through our Culinology Program.  He 
has demonstrated his commitment to academics by maintaining a 3.43 GPA.

Terra Momo Restaurant Group

Jason Wilkins
Jason is close to completing his A.A.S. in Hotel, Restaurant and Institution Management.  
His balance of professionalism and understanding of guests’ needs will make him a 
success in the hospitality industry.  He proved his abilities as Dining Room Manager of our 
Food Preparation class last semester.  We are thankful to have students such as Jason to 
serve as ambassadors representing our programs in the community. 

Tre Piani

Alanna Virginio
Alanna is a very hard working student that has also recently taken on the role of Secretary 
of our Hospitality Club.  She has demonstrated her culinary/baking/pastry talents in 
many ways (including making a variety of delicious candies from scratch to be sold for 
Hospitality Club Fundraisers).  Her high GPA combined with her demonstrated hands-on 
culinary/pastry skills will make her an excellent candidate for any hospitality organization.

Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

Stephanie Melandez
Stephanie is an outstanding student who is excelling in our Pastry Arts Programs.  She is a 
quick learner and should do extremely well in the hospitality industry.

Culinary Alumni

Young Kim
Young is very quiet in the classroom; however, what she may not speak aloud, she 
demonstrates skillfully in her culinary creations.  She continues to improve upon her 
already sound culinary skills to her academic studies, currently holding a 3.74 GPA.  As 
such, we have selected Young to receive our newly created MCCC/Culinary Alumni 
Award hoping this will encourage her to begin speaking up so that she can make it known 
to all that she will soon be a proud MCCC HRIM/Culinary graduate. 



Liberal Arts Division
Dr. G. Robin Schore, Dean

Advertising

Gerald Klein Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Gerald Klein, former 
faculty member, to a continuing student in the Advertising or Digital Media Arts 
Programs.

Andrew M. Maldonado
Andrew will continue his studies after MCCC at a four year college.  He plans to pursue a 
career in print and web design.

Digital Media Arts

John P. Boorsch Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of John P. Boorsch to a 
continuing student studying visual art

Raymond Andrew Hess
Raymond plans to continue his education after MCCC.  He would like to become a 
concept artist. 

English

Anthony J. Mennuti Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Anthony J. 
Mennuti, MCCC Assistant Dean for Institutional Advancement, to continuing Liberal 
Arts students studying English.

James Reslier Wells
James Reslier-Wells is an honor student in Mercer County Community College’s New 
Media Program. Highly motivated and focused on his future, James is an active student 
leader as Public Relations Officer for Student Government, Co-President of the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, and Friends Club, and a writer for The College VOICE. 
James has an adventurous spirit and loves to travel, and he intends to live in France for a 
significant portion of his life. James’ interests include archaeology, urban exploration, and 
photography, as well as social justice, writing, and world languages. 

Music

Instrumental Awards are given to outstanding students in the Music program. 

Jesse Becker
Jesse is a superlative guitarist, excellent student, and an absolutely indispensable member 
of our college jazz band.  His practice ethic and his unquenchable thirst for musical 
knowledge have made him possibly the most improved musician over the course of his 
first two years at Mercer.  He plans to pursue a bachelor degree in jazz performance.

Audrey Griffin
Audrey is an excellent student and a superb and multifaceted percussionist. Her virtuosic 
prowess at the vibraphone, marimba, and hand percussion instrument has made her an 
indispensable member of our jazz band and the music program in general. She plans to 
pursue a bachelor degree in music.



Chenae Brown
Chenae has had the moniker, “Sista Swing” bestowed upon her by her classmates due 
to her propulsive and dynamic feel behind the drum kit.  As one of the drummers in our 
college jazz band she has begun to transform the sound and style of the ensemble.  She is 
an excellent musician with a meticulous ear for detail and an unerring sense of time.

Kevin Rovner
Kevin is a straight A student and an excellent guitarist and this marks the second time he 
has received this award.  His growth as a musician and a scholar has been nothing short 
of exemplary throughout his first 2 years at Mercer.  His unbridled love of music and his 
pursuit of academic excellence serve as a reminder to his fellow students as to what can 
be accomplished by combining innate talent with hard work and passion. 

Matthew Nardone
Matt is an excellent trumpeter who assumed the role of lead trumpet during his first 
semester as a member of our college jazz band.  In addition to his prodigious skills on the 
horn, he is also a music theory wizard.  Matt has quickly become an invaluable asset to 
Mercer’s music program.

Abraham Perez
Abraham is an outstanding violinist and an excellent student.  During his first year at 
Mercer he has established himself as the standout performer in our music program’s 
Chamber Ensemble.  His dedication to both musical and academic excellence makes him 
an asset to the music program and to the college.

Theater

James Tolin Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of James Tolin to a continuing 
student enrolled in the Theatre or Entertainment Technology Programs.

Jonathan Cintron
Jonathan plans to earn two degrees from MCCC in music and theatre.  He has been and 
continues to be a valuable player in Mercer’s Academic Theatre Company as a stage 
manager and assistant director.  He plans to open his own theatre in the future.

Don Jones Memorial Scholarship is awarded to an incoming student engaged in one of 
the performing arts and is presented in memory of Assistant Dean Don Jones and his 
deep appreciation for the arts.

Amariss White
Amariss has a current GPA of 3.58.  She has performed in Mercer’s rendition of Hairspray 
and was assistant stage manager for Beautiful Thing.  After obtaining her theatre degree, 
she plans to pursue a career in acting professionally.

Visual Arts

James J. Colavita Memorial Scholarship was endowed in memory of the former 
coordinator of Ceramics and Sculpture.  It recognizes the achievements of outstanding 
fine arts students who will be ascending to sophomore status.

Rahsan L. Nock
Rashan plans on continuing his education at the Art Institute after graduating from MCCC.  
After attaining his bachelor’s degree in Fine Art, he would like to open an art school in 
Trenton.



CYBIS Art Award provides a scholarship to an outstanding continuing art student with a 
3.0 GPA.

Monica Lynn Cardona
As a Graphic Design and Advertising major here at MCCC, Monica has been able to 
express her creativity. Her dream is to one day start her own business.

Visual Arts Scholarship is an endowed fund established by the faculty to recognize 
outstanding student achievement of an ascending freshman in any of the six Visual Arts 
programs.

Anthony Jame Peer
After completing his studies at MCCC, Anthony plans to transfer to a four year Design 
school.  

Erika Elianne Morillo
Erika began her academic journey in the bilingual system and learned English.  She 
continues to excel academically and her goal for the future is to complete a Bachelor 
in Fine Arts degree and create works that reflect her life and ultimately give back to the 
community that has so generously accelerated her journey.

Photography 

Louis Draper Memorial Scholarship is awarded in memory of Louis H. Draper, 
Photography Program Coordinator, to an outstanding full-time student enrolled in the 
Photography program.

Tiffany Marie Austin
Tiffany would like to become a studio/street photographer.  She plans on continuing her 
education at Brooks Institute of Photography.

Matthew G. Arnold
Matthew has found with his recent work on the College VOICE an undiscovered love of 
photo journalism.  He plans on finding employment as a photographer for a prominent 
news publication.

Math, Science and Health Professions Division
Dr. Linda Martin, Dean

Biology

Dowd Fessler Laboratory Scholarship  is given in memory of William R. Dowd, Sr., an 
MCCC alumnus and member of the biology faculty and Jodi Fessler, a biology laboratory 
instructor, to an outstanding biology laboratory student.

Yifan Zhao
Yifan is a biology major who has an impressive GPA of 4.0 and excellent skills in the 
laboratory.  This semester he has been working on an honors research project in the field 
of immunology at Rider University under the guidance of Dr. Jim Riggs.  Yifan already has a 
B.S. degree from Lehigh University in Computer Science but now plans to pursue a degree 
in biology.



Bonazzi Foundation Science Education Scholarship is awarded to students who intend 
to pursue science education as a career.

Robert Frank Albertson III
Robert has a dual major of physics and math and has an impressive GPA of 4.0.  He is 
currently working on an honors physics research project at the Princeton Plasma Physics 
Lab this semester.  After tutoring fellow students in difficult physics and math concepts, 
Robert has decided to pursue a career in teaching science.  Next fall he plans to transfer 
to the College of New Jersey.

Mathematics

Avner H. Ferester Mathematics Scholarship is given in memory of Avner Ferester, 
Professor of Mathematics and Physics, to an outstanding continuing Mathematics 
student with the highest GPA.

(Dung (June) Nguyen Hanh Kieu
June is a Business Administration major at Mercer (although her instructor is trying to get 
her to consider math as a major, too). She is interested in Actuarial Science and plans to 
transfer to Rider to pursue majors in Math and Finance. She is an International student 
and hopes that while attending Rider she will be able to take at least two of the actuarial 
exams before she graduates

Nursing

Mary Scarano Scholarship is given to a third-semester nursing student with unmet 
financial need and excellent clinical skills.

Nicole Doram
Nicole is a current NRS 110 student and a Nursing Assistant.  She is a graduate of West 
Windsor-Plainsboro High.  

Nursing Scholarship is awarded to outstanding students in the Nursing program.

Nicole Doram
Nicole is a current NRS 110 student and a Nursing Assistant.  She is a graduate of West 
Windsor-Plainsboro High.

Area VII Physicians Review Organization Scholarships are awarded to students 
from Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean, and Somerset counties 
demonstrating superior academics in nursing, on the basis of financial need.

Zunera Nadeem
Zunera is a fourth semester nursing student; described by clinical instructors as 
“demonstrating thoughtful and compassionate bedside care.”  She works as a Pharmacy 
Technician and is a graduate of Nottingham High School.  

Jessica Tucci
Jessica is a second semester nursing student and a graduate of Hamilton High West.

Mugdha Kandalgaonkar
Mugdha is a kind-hearted person who always offers her help to fellow students. She is 
extremely conscientious, always reliable, cheerful and caring. Mugdha is a dedicated 
responsible, intelligent and tireless worker.



Ornamental Horticulture

Clarence and Lena DiDonato Memorial Award is made in their memory for deserving 
students in the Ornamental Horticulture Program

Wesley Franken
Wesley is a full-time Ornamental Horticulture student currently working at Ostrich Nursery 
in Robbinsville.  He is excited about transferring next year and is in the process of zeroing 
in on his options.  Wesley would like to work for the United States Forest Service as a 
Landscape Architect.

Mary Monroe Doerler Scholarship is given to a student studying in any field of 
Ornamental Horticulture and Plant Science.

Lauren Adiletta
Lauren is currently enrolled in the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC.  The 
outdoors has always been a passion for her, so starting on a path to make it her career is 
an exciting challenge.  Lauren looks forward to the journey and the experiences she will 
have, and hopes to one day specialize in a specific focus of horticulture.

Dogwood Garden Club of Princeton Awards are scholarships awarded to outstanding 
students in the Ornamental Horticulture Program.

Maynor Ovalle
Maynor is a self-employed landscaper for the past 2-1/2 years and is currently enrolled in 
the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC.  His plans for the future are to continue 
his education and expand his business. 

Kevin Layton
Kevin is currently enrolled in the Ornamental Horticulture and Plant Science Program at 
MCCC.  He started his own lawn business while he was a freshman in High School and 
has maintained many of the same customers since that time.  The program at MCCC has 
given him the opportunity to learn about the science behind a lot of what he does and he 
has been able to expand his services.  Kevin is also active in his church with fundraising 
efforts to build houses in the mountains of the Dominican Republic.  He spent the past 
three years in the Dominican Republic and helped to build several houses and cooking 
stoves.

Maria Gorgo-Gourovitch
Maria is the Latino Community Outreach Coordinator for the Pennsylvania Integrated Pest 
Management and the Farm Safety Programs at Penn State University.  She is originally 
from Buenos Aires, Argentina she has a BS in Agricultural Engineering and an MS in 
Animal Production from the Pontifical Argentine Catholic University. Maria is currently in 
the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC.  She plans to help Latino communities 
throughout the states of New Jersey and Pennsylvania to start community gardens and to 
encourage children’s interest to pursue careers in nature and science.

Jo Ann Nalavade
Jo Ann has been taking classes at MCCC since the fall of 2011 and is pursuing an 
Associate Degree in Ornamental Horticulture.  Her concentration is in landscape design, 
but she also enjoys the hands on time spent in the greenhouse working with the plants.  
After graduation Jo Ann plans on working in the horticulture field, preferably in landscape 
design.  She feels confident that the quality of education she is receiving from Mercer will 
prepare her for the challenge.  

Jeanne Negin
Jeanne is presently working part-time at the Cranbury Public Library.  She is currently 
enrolled in the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC and hopes to attain a two-year 
degree in Horticulture.



Nanyoung Paek
Nanyoung has been studying at MCCC since 2010 as an International student.  She is 
from Korea and her background is History of Landscape.  Focusing on practical things 
such as landscape design and floral design, Nanyoung plans to practice in Korea what she 
learns and experiences in the Ornamental Horticulture program. 

Marquand Park Foundation Scholarships are awarded to outstanding students entering 
their second year in the Ornamental Horticulture Program.

Nicholas Stryker
Nick is currently taking classes part-time at both MCCC and Rutgers University.  He works 
with individuals who have developmental disabilities or mental illness. Nick’s future plans 
involve continuing to educate himself on plants through education and experience and 
continuing to give support and education to individuals with disabilities.

Gemma Milly
Gemma is currently pursuing an AS degree in Plant Science at MCCC and working as the 
Native Plant Nursery Intern at D&R Greenway Land Trust in Princeton, NJ. Her immediate 
interest is in learning how to better steward our local ecosystems to encourage the health 
of locally native species of plants and other organisms, while discouraging invasive exotics.

Donald Loff
Donald is currently working as a Financial and Wealth Management Advisor at Merrill 
Lynch in Princeton, NJ.  He plans to transition to a new career in the future, hopefully as 
an Arborist, and enrolling in the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC is his first 
step towards that goal.  Donald said what he has learned so far in the program has helped 
him expand his knowledge and given him practical horticulture knowledge he can use in 
his own gardens.

Loretto Rizzo
Loretto is currently enrolled in the Ornamental Horticulture program at MCCC with 
concentration in Landscape Design.  At the moment, Loretto is part of a team of fellow 
students involved in the installation of the Mary Hayes Memorial Garden on the West 
Windsor Campus.  She is also busy with garden design projects as a member of the 
Monmouth County Master Gardener’s Association. 

Science & Health Professions

Dr. Paul Janssen Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Paul Janssen, founder of 
Janssen Pharmaceutica, Inc., to a continuing student in the area of Science and Health 
Professions.

Kevin Mosley
Kevin has already earned an A.S. degree in Exercise Science from MCCC and an 
Associate’s degree in Automotive Technology from Middlesex County College.  After 
an injury to his left shoulder and going through physical therapy, Kevin became a true 
believer in how well physical therapy works.  He decided to come back to MCCC to 
pursue a career as a Physical Therapy Assistant and is looking forward to helping patients 
rehabilitate themselves and function normally again.

Nanariv Elrasheedy
Nanariv is a nursing science major and currently has an impressive 3.96 GPA.  She resides 
in Hightstown.



Charlotte W. Newcombe Scholarships are awarded to continuing students in the 
Nursing and Health Professions degree programs.

Donna Doulong
Donna refers to herself as “a bit of a dinosaur,” working many years for one company 
which moved to other locations, including China.  Set free to pursue a new career and 
after receiving physical therapy, Donna chose to pursue a degree to become a physical 
therapist assistant. After graduation she plans to work as a physical therapist assistant 
because she respects the fact that this profession believes in educating its patients.

Nora Ivanova
Nora is currently enrolled in the Medical Laboratory Technology program and she has 
an impressive GPA of 3.85.  She emigrated from Bulgaria where she achieved a Master’s 
Degree in Medicine.  Nora has said “At MCCC I have found a welcoming environment 
which will allow me to develop the skills and knowledge necessary for success in my 
chosen career” in medical laboratory science.

Jaroslava Tereschuk
Jaroslava is currently enrolled in the Radiography program at MCCC and has an impressive 
GPA of 3.5.  She is very excited to become a radiography technologist, so that way she’ll 
get a chance to help others. Throughout the past couple years at MCCC, Jaroslava got a 
chance to meet a lot of amazing people, as well as a chance for a better future for herself 
and her family. 

Roma Bank Scholarships are awarded to full-time students in the Health Professions 
degree programs.

Nya Hepburn
Nya has earned a Medical Office Assistant Certification at Mercer County Technical 
School for phlebotomy and EKG.  After injuries from a car accident and going through 
physical therapy to avoid needing surgery, Nya had the desire to apply for entrance into 
the Physical Therapy Assistant program at MCCC.  She wants a career where she will 
be able to use her compassion, determination and love of working with children.  Nya 
believes that growing bodies need special care.

Rachelle Boncheck
Rachelle is currently enrolled in the Radiography program at MCCC and has a cumulative 
GPA of 3.47.  She intends to find employment within a hospital or diagnostic imaging 
center and plans on furthering her education to obtain a bachelor’s degree.  Rachelle 
hopes to one day become an instructor within the field.

Walter and Louis Sutcliffe Foundation Scholarship is awarded to a student in the 
Nursing or Health Professions degree programs.

Caryn Harris
Caryn is currently enrolled in the Radiography program at MCCC and has an impressive 
4.0 GPA.  She has been working in the corporate world for several years but decided to 
change careers and work in the more meaningful field of healthcare.  Caryn hopes to 
continue her education after graduating and become an MRI technologist.

Mrs. Edith Zussman Scholarship is given to a deserving student with a 3.0 GPA or better, 
who is entering his/her second year in one of the Health Profession degree programs.

Ryan Harkins
Ryan is a graduate of Widener University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration.  He selected the Physical Therapy Assistant program at MCCC to 
successfully acquire a stable and respected professional degree that offers growth and the 
ability to help others.  Ryan plans to someday open his own physical therapy practice.



Academic Affairs
Dr. Donald Generals, Vice President for Academic Affairs

Special Academic Awards and Scholarships

Dr. Cynthia Schaffer Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Dr. Cynthia Schaffer, 
former MCCC Foundation Board member, to a scholar athlete.

Kyle Bijou
Kyle is an Information Systems major. He has earned a 3.7 GPA and is on the Dean's List.

MCCC Professor Emeritus Association Scholarships are awarded to outstanding 
continuing students.

Nicole Applegate
A full-time Criminal Justice major, Nicole is a single mother of a young child. She works 
part-time in the Transfer and Career Services office and is active in the Criminal Justice Club 
and Psi Beta, the national honor society in psychology. She has “high hopes” of completing 
her associate degree in May 2013 and transferring to a baccalaureate program in her field. 
A long-term goal is to attend law school and become a family law attorney.

Marianna Arold
A full-time Radiography major, Marianna volunteers in the radiology department of her 
local hospital, providing blankets and conversation to patients awaiting their exams. She 
and her husband worked in manufacturing since high school, but were laid off from the 
same company three years ago. He was out of work for two years and now works two jobs 
to enable her to pursue her long-deferred goal of a career in radiography.

Diana Bridgeforth
Diana is seeking a second career in Nursing. Her part-time studies have included courses at 
the James Kerney Campus and a recent “Microbiology Study Abroad” experience in Paris. 
She participated in a program “bringing awareness of AIDS and breast cancer to women” 
in Trenton. She believes that her twenty years’ experience in customer service will help her 
in nursing. 

Jill Castiglione
Jill is a part-time student in the Administrative Professional program and works part-time 
in the Advisement and Enrollment Services office. She and her daughter lost all their 
possessions and housing in last year’s Hurricane Irene-induced flooding, and they have 
been “rebuilding” their lives since then. Jill says “I am now motivated and determined to 
succeed and obtain my degree.”

Nathaniel Donaldson
Nathaniel was laid off two years ago after fifteen years with the same company. He feels 
that this may be “the best thing to happen for me in my career because now I can strive 
to do something that I have great affinity for instead of just working for a paycheck.” He is 
studying full-time in the Physical Therapist Assistant program, hoping that employment as a 
PTA will help him pursue a B.S. in biology followed by a career as a physician’s assistant.

Nanariv Elrasheedy
Nanariv is a single mother of three who lives in Hightstown. She lost her eight-year job in 
2008 due to an injury. Now a full-time student in nursing, she has earned exemplary grades 
in her coursework to date.



Henry Hicks
Henry is a Liberal Arts student who earned a 3.80 average in his first year studying full-time 
while working two jobs. A member of Phi Theta Kappa and the Mercer Honors Program, 
he often convenes open study groups in the library “to help myself and other students 
reach our potential.” After completing his AA, Henry plans to transfer as a “well-rounded” 
student into a bachelor’s degree program in Accounting.

Nora Ivanova
Nora hopes to complete her degree in Medical Laboratory Technology by next May. She 
“selected this profession because it blends my interests in the biological sciences with my 
natural penchant for helping people.” She and her husband have two children and are 
struggling financially, as he was laid off from his full-time job in the financial industry last 
year.

Mugdha Kandalgaonkar
Mugdha studies full time in the Cooperative Nursing program with St. Francis Medical 
Center. She was a “stay at home mom for almost a decade” before deciding to “go back 
to school to pursue a career in nursing” and has only attended classes that she was able 
to finance through part-time jobs. After completing her associate degree, Mugdha plans to 
earn a BSN from Drexel and to specialize in geriatrics.

La-Reine Richardson
La-Reine is VP of Mercer’s chapter of PTK, the community college honor/service society. 
After completing an associate in Human Services, she hopes to continue at Drexel or 
Rutgers and someday earn a master’s and become a licensed social worker. She works as 
a peer mentor in the college’s DREAM program for students with intellectual disabilities. 
With a scholarship to help with tuition, she hopes to be able to purchase a computer.

Staff Recognition Awards

Staff Recognition Scholarships are awarded to continuing students by faculty or staff 
members who have received outstanding performance awards in teaching, community 
service and human relations during Mercer’s annual Staff Recognition Ceremony.

Distinguished Teacher – Kathi Paluscio

Ashley Austin
Ashley is a high-achieving public speaking student.  Her drive, her work ethic, and her 
commitment are rarely matched.  Her written work was exemplary and her bravery with 
regard to public speaking is worth noting.  She immersed herself in the course community, 
and was impressively supportive and kind to her peers.  She demonstrates leadership, 
emotional maturity, and remarkable human spirit. She is also a student who despite many 
real-world obstacles, manages to balance the responsibilities of work, school and family, 
and through perseverance, is successful. 

Community Service – Lucia Brown Joseph

Taylor Pickett Stokes
Along with maintaining good grades Taylor is active in the African American student 
organization.  Taylor has performed in productions at Kelsey theatre.  Taylor has shared 
her dance talents with young people at the Boys and Girls Club in Trenton, she also 
volunteers teaching dance at Fisher Middle School, Lawrenceville Community Center and 
at MCCC.  Taylor’s dance teams have performed at the Teen Leadership Corps Program 
Aids awareness event.  She volunteers for several church organizations along with her 
mother doing work feeding and clothing the homeless.  Taylor has a giving heart and 
gentle spirit and her passion for helping others is so infectious that she motivates other 
students to help her in her endeavors.  Taylor never says no when asked to help with 
events or programs.  She also works part-time.  Her entire life is devoted to helping others



Human Relations – Fred Weiner   

Ceslyn Pusey
Ceslyn is most deserving of the Human Relations Scholarship.  For the past 15 years she 
has been working diligently as a nursing assistant at the University Medical Center in 
Princeton.  She works evenings from 11pm to 7am and takes courses during the day in 
between completing her shift and going home to eat and sleep.  She is a very spiritual and 
religious woman.  In her church she has assisted Pastor Johnson and other congregants.  
Her motto is, “believe in the Lord and your dreams will come true."  Ceslyn’s dream is to 
care for God’s children as a Registered Nurse.  She has an infectious smile and humble 
nature that is contagious. 

Jim and Fannie Floyd Scholarship is awarded in honor of Jim Floyd and his late wife 
Fannie to a Mercer County resident with financial need who upholds the academic 
criteria of the scholarship

Erika Elianne Morillo
Born in the Dominican Republic, Erika is the oldest of three children whose family 
migrated to the United States.  Erika began her academic journey in the bilingual system 
and learned English.  She is pursuing a career in Graphic Design and Advertising as well as 
in Illustration at Mercer where she continues to excel academically recently being awarded 
a Visual Arts Scholarship.  She also served as Student Government Representative for the 
College’s Art club and currently serves as a mentor in the DREAM Program.  Her goals 
include completing a Bachelor in Fine Arts and to create works that reflect her life and 
ultimately give back to the community that has so generously accelerated her journey.  

Urban League Guild Scholarship is awarded to a continuing student showing 
outstanding leadership quality.

Deborah Bruno
Deborah’s goal is to achieve a degree in Education.  She is inspired to become a teacher.  

Terri Yuille
Terri’s career goal is to become a counselor for drug and alcohol patients.  She would like 
to work with substance abuse patients and their families in an effort to prevent drug and 
alcohol abuse and to create a healthy home environment free of temptation and enabling 
behaviors.

Boys and Girls Club Scholarship is awarded to a full-time incoming freshman student at 
MCCC, selected from the program participants at the Boys and Girls Club of Trenton

Denise Scotland
Denise is a graduate of Ewing High School.

Imani Turner
Imani is a graduate of Ewing High school.

Albert Kahn Trenton High School Scholarship is awarded to a Trenton Central High 
School graduating student planning to attend MCCC.

Nicholas Castro
Nicholas is a Trenton High School graduate.

Jesus Paz
Jesus is a Trenton High School graduate.



Arthur J. Holland Scholarship is awarded to a graduate of Trenton Central High School and/
or a Trenton resident.

Alicea Eskeitz
Alicea is currently finishing her second semester at MCCC as a Social Science major.  Her plan is 
to attend Penn State to complete her Bachelor’s degree.  Her career goal is to work with children 
as a therapist so she can assist children with disabilities, social disorders, and children struggling 
through family issues.

Charles Keith Sherman Memorial Scholarship is awarded to African-American graduates of 
Trenton Central High School attending MCCC who plan to major in Technology.

Tashanique Purnell
Tashanique’s plan in life is to become a fashion designer.  She always enjoyed fashion and its 
excitement.  She graduated from Trenton Central High School in 2009 and upon completion of 
her studies at Mercer, she hopes to attend FIT or the University of the Arts. 

GED Scholarship is awarded to graduates of the JKC-GED program who are continuing on at 
MCCC to acquire a college degree.

Rolonda Woods
Now that Rolonda has completed her General Education Development Program and achieved 
her GED Diploma she will continue her education at MCCC, majoring in Liberal Arts.  Once she 
receives her Associates Degree she plans to work with children.

Andrew Epp
Andrew plans to continue his education at a four-year school.

Metropolitan Trenton African-American Chamber of Commerce Scholarship.

Jermaine McKinney
Jermaine attends Mercer at the James Kerney Campus in Trenton.  Born and raised in Trenton, 
he enjoys communicating with others, and is very passionate towards his peers and always 
respectful.  His goal is to get his degree as a radiologist so he can provide for his family and live a 
good life and be happy. 

Jenny Delapo Memorial Scholarship is in memory of Jenny DeLapo, a longtime Professional 
Staff member to a full-time second year student enrolled in MercerOnline.

Milton Ordonez 
Milton is an accounting major who is on the Dean’s List.








