
   

 
 

 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 
 

 

Course Number:  PHO103   Course Title:  Digital Photography for Non-Majors 
 

Credits:  3    Hours:  2 Lecture / 3 Lab 
 
 
 

Catalog description:  
Introductory course for the student who has basic computer knowledge on Mac or PC platforms and 
is interested in gaining knowledge of introductory digital imaging tools and techniques.  Topics 
include software, digital cameras, resolution, scanning and archival inkjet printing. 

 

Prerequisite:  None                

 
 

Required texts/other materials:  

 

 

The Photoshop Elements 6 Book for Digital Photographers  
 
by Scott Kelby   

ISBN-10: 0321524640    ISBN-13: 9780321524645  
Publisher: New Riders - April 2008 
Format: Paperback 
List price: USD 44.99 

 

 

Note: The printers we use are Professional Epson Photo printers.  These printers produce high quality 
archival inkjet prints.  The inks for these printers are expensive and we therefore have to charge for 
printing.  Students can expect to incur around $40.00 in additional printing fees for this class.  Other 
necessary materials will be discussed on the first day of class. 

 

Revised: Fall 2008 
 

Course coordinator:   Professor Michael Dalton – 609-570-3835 – daltonm@mccc.edu 

 

http://www.bookfinder4u.com/search_author/Scott_Kelby.html
mailto:daltonm@mccc.edu
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Information resources: 

 Required Textbook. 

 Lectures and demonstrations during class session. 

 Computer Lab time with individual assistance from the instructional staff. 

 Photo critiques involving full class participation. 
 

Course goals:  

 Scanning your film and preparing it for output. 

 Shooting digitally and preparing it for output. 

 Learn the differences between consumer, prosumer and professional digital equipment. 

 Understanding resolution and the quality of your image input and output devices. 

 Image editing and printing using basic and advanced techniques in Photoshop. 

 Become more analytical and critical about your work and the work of your peers in terms of 
technical and aesthetic qualities. 

 Propose and create a project that results in a book dummy layout. 

General Education objectives:   

 Develop the skills to handle a complex workflow of inputting, editing, outputting and filing 
electronic records. 

 Develop a vocabulary that will enable you to critique and analyze your work and the work of your 
fellow students in a group situation. 

 Evaluate and incorporate the technical, aesthetic and critical aspects of photography into your 
own work both visually and verbally. 

 

Units of study in detail: 

 

Unit I:  Digital Camera 

Learning Objectives  

 Define the differences between consumer, prosumer and professional cameras. 

 Discuss the ―hype‖ and truth about resolution, sensors and processors. 

 Distinguish the benefits and traps of the LCD screen. 

 

Unit II:  The MAC Lab and Scanning 

Learning Objectives  

 Use the MAC. 

 Transfer files across the network. 

 Use the scanner software to get close to a corrected image. 

 Summarize the basic use of color spaces. 

 Scan color negatives, b/w negatives and transparencies. 

 Store images on digital media. 

 Prepare images for screen presentations and the web. 
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Unit III:  Photoshop Elements 

Learning Objectives  

 Use techniques especially useful for photo editing. 
o Color Balance 
o Levels 
o Curves 
o Dust and Scratches 
o Unsharp Mask 

 Retouch photos. 
o Layers 
o Clone Tool 
o Healing Brush 
o Patch Tool 
o History Brush 
o Selective Color and other advanced selection techniques. 

 

Unit IV:  Color Management and Printing 

Learning Objectives  

 Distinguish the proper uses of color space. 

 Identify how much resolution is necessary for a particular application. 

 Choosing an inkjet paper to print on based upon aesthetic qualities. 

 Downloading and using printer profiles. 
 

  Unit V:  The Critique 

Learning Objectives  

 Speak clearly about individual work and the work of peers in a group setting in terms of: 
o Technical considerations 
o Formal considerations 
o The choice of your subject matter 

 

  Unit VI:  Final Presentation 

Learning Objectives  

 Sequence photographs into a concise body of images that expresses an idea.  

 Create a book dummy. 

 Present the book to the class for critique. 

 

Evaluation of student learning:    
Generally your grade will be determined on how well you do in four areas.  They are as follows: 

 Participation (both lab/studio and class) and Attendance 

 Execution and Completion of Assignments 

 Exams 

 Final Presentation 
 
A grade of "A" will be earned by students who demonstrate growth, commitment and 
mastery of the basic elements of photography far above the minimum specified in the 
specific course objectives and assignments. 
 
A grade of "B" will be earned by students who demonstrate growth, commitment and 
more than adequate mastery of the basic elements of photography. 
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A grade of "C" will be earned by students who demonstrate growth, commitment and 
an adequate mastery of the basic elements of photography. 
 
A grade of "D" grade represents a lack of growth, commitment and less than average mastery of 
the course objectives.  
 
A grade of "F" indicates that the student showed almost no commitment to the class and has failed most 
of the assignments and exams.  An ―F‖ may also be given if the student has excessive unexcused 
absences. 
 
 

Academic Integrity Statement:   
Students are expected to comply with the college-wide requirements for academic integrity. Mercer 
County Community College is committed to Academic Integrity—the honest, fair, and continuing pursuit 
of knowledge, free from fraud or deception. This implies that students are expected to be responsible for 
their own work. Presenting another individual’s work as one’s own and receiving excessive help from 
another individual will qualify as a violation of Academic Integrity. The entire policy on Academic Integrity 
is located in the Student handbook and is found on the college website at: 
http://www.mccc.edu/admissions_policies.shtml 
 
 

Special Needs Students Statement 
 
Any student in this class who has special needs because of a disability is entitled to receive 
accommodations.  Eligible students at Mercer County Community College are assured services under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you believe you 
are eligible for services, please contact Arlene Stinson, the Director of Academic Support Services.  Ms. 
Stinson’s office is LB 221, and she can be reached at (609) 570-3525. 
 

 

http://www.mccc.edu/admissions_policies.shtml

