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MCCC graduates h

WEST WINDSOR — Mercer
County Commanity College gradu-
ating students MaryJane F. Harris
of Princeton and Warren Schaeffer
of Plainsboro were selected to the
New Jersey Phi Theta Kappa All-
State Academic Team for 2007 by
the New Jersey Council of County
Colleges.

‘These two students, along with
student representatives from New
Jersey's other county cobeges, met
with Jane Oates, executive director
of the state Commission on Higher
Education, and Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan, chairman of the
Assembly's Higher Education
Comaittee, in Trenton recently.
The session was followed by a hun-
cheon at the Trenton Marriott at
Lafayette Yard, where students
were presented with medalions
and ribbons in recognition of their
achievements.

Harris graduated from Mercer
with highest honars May 24 with an
assoctate’s degree in biology and
served as student, speaker at com-
mencement, Starting at Mercer n
2003, Harris carried out research
‘Projects in biology and genetics
and was the first student to com-
plete the requirements for Mercer's
Dew bonors program. She also
served as a blologyichemistry tutor
n the college’s Leaming Center.

Harrts, who has & bachelor's de-
gree in history and political science
from the Royal Mistary College of
Canada and is a plot for Continen-
tal Express, plans to attend med-
ical school. She notes that Mercer's
Bexible seheduling allowed her to
balance her classes with her full-
time Job. “When there were con-
Qicts, my professors were very un
derstanding.” she said
haeffer has received an asso-
ciate's degree in education and
plans to pursue his bachelor's in
education at Rider University with
a concentration in special educa-
tion. Acknowiedging leaming disa-
bilties he worked to overcome, he

Qnored

Pictured during the PTK Awards ceremony hosted by the New Jersey Council of County Colloges are, left to

right, MCCC honoree Warren Schaafier of Plainsboro, MCCC PTK adviser Holono Plank, MCCC President

Patricia Donohue, MCCC honoree MaryJane F. Harris of Princeton, and Richard Wellbrock, chairman of the
Colioges.

was a dean's list student.
During his years at Meroer,
haeffer had been active ina
number of college clubs and orga-
nizations. He was president of the
Mercer chapter of the Future
Teachers Club, leading a Toys for
‘Tots bodday drive and a school
supplies drive for Hurricane Ka-
trina victims. He also became an
active member of Kappa Delta PL
an intemational honor sodlety for

education. Amoag the club's activi-

ties was a bake sale whose pro-
ceeds went to phone cards for US.

Schaefler served as a mentor for
MCCC's DREAM program, which
provides educational opportunities
for students with Down syndrome
and other developmental disabili-
ties. As @ member of the DREAM
‘advisory board, he was involved
with this effort from its early
stages, including grant procure-
‘ment. He has worked for seven
years in the after-school program
at Dutch Neck Elementary School
Schaefler s  survivor of Hodgkin's
disease, and participates {n the an
nual Lymphoma Research

Foundation Walkathon. At a recent
MCCC awards banquet, Schaeffer
was selected for the Student Comn:
munity Serviee Award

Schaeffer's commitment to
community service was forged dur
ing his years as a student at West
Windsor-Plainsboro High School
‘South, where he founded Uni
Day in 2001. He returns to his alma
‘mater each spring to coordinate
this day of Seld activities designed
to build bridges between special-
needs students and the general
student population.





