
 

 

Welcome to IPIC’s Professional  

Development Sampler Fall 2012! 
Monday, August 20 • Wednesday, August 22 • Thursday, August 23 • Friday, August 24 

 

Everyone's invited!  We are presenting this event as a series of workshops, some running concurrently, 

representing a wide range of interests and needs. We invite you to browse through our "menu" and choose the 

sessions that you'd like to attend.  

 

This semester, we are offering tracks of workshops in three specific areas: Teaching and Learning (TL), 

College Programs and Policies (CPP), and Student Support Services (SSS). We have done our best not to 

have the tracks conflict. 

 

When you are ready to register, you may call the Bat Cave at x3551 or visit the website at: 

http://teach.mccc.edu/ipic/. There you will find a link to register. 

 

Seating is limited for certain sessions! 

 

 
MONDAY, August 20, 2012 
 
 
 
 1:00 – 1:50 pm The Learning Experience of an Online Student at Mercer (TL) 

Presented by: Theresa Capra in AD120 
  
 1:00 – 1:50 pm Financial Aid: What Faculty Need to Know (SSS) 

Presented by: Amy Vondrak in AD130 
  
 2:00 – 2:50 pm Academic Integrity at Mercer (CPP) 

Presented by: Ken Howarth in AD120  

2:00 – 2:50 pm Advising at Mercer: The First 30 (SSS) 
Presented by: Amy Vondrak in AD130     

            3:00 – 3:50 pm Curriculum Workshop: The Professor's Dilemma (TL) 
Presented by Karen Bearce in AD130      

  3:00 – 3:50 pm Project NASA Blasts Off! (CPP) 
                                               Presented by: Susan Bowen in AD120 

 



 

 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 22, 2012 
 
 1:00 – 2:30 pm How to Teach Writing When You Don't Teach Writing (TL) 
                                               Part 1: Assignments, or Why Do They Do That? (1.5 Hour Session) 

Presented by: Carol Bork in AD120 
 

 1:00 – 1:50 pm Dollars to the Door: Enhancing Mercer Programs and Services (CPP) 
Presented by: Dr. Melissia Zanjani, Amy Frangione and Kay Eaton in AD130 

2:00 – 2:50 pm Students and Clients to the Door: Marketing and Communicating Mercer                                 
Programs and Services (CPP) 
Presented by: Dr. Melissia Zanjani, Lynn Holl, Francis Paixao, Wendy Humphrey, 
and Brad Kent in AD130 

 
 2:30 – 3:50 pm How to Teach Writing When You Don't Teach Writing (TL) 
                                               Part 2: Grading and Grammar (and all that other stuff) (1.5 Hour Session) 

Presented by: Carol Bork in AD120 

 3:00 – 3:50 pm The Completion Agenda: What it Means for Mercer (CPP) 
Presented by: Linda Scherr and Amy Vondrak in AD130  

 

 

THURSDAY, August 23, 2012 – Special Evening Sessions  

 

6:45 – 7:45 pm Best Practices in Teaching World Languages (TL) 
                                   Presented by: Daniel D’Arpa and Luz Foglietta in AD120  

 
 
 
 
FRIDAY, August 24, 2012 
 
 9:00 – 9:50 am Why We Teach the Way We Do (TL) 

Presented by: Connie Goddard in AD120 
 

 9:00 – 10:50 am Prezi  ROCKS!!    (2 Hour Session) (TL) 
Presented by: Rodney Hargis and Michael Sullivan in AD234 

 10:00 – 10:50 am Active Learning: How, When and Where? (TL) 
Presented by Dr. Joan Goldstein in AD130 

 
 11:00 – 11:50 am Ethics Across Curricula (TL) 

Presented by: Ken Howarth in AD120 

11:00 – 11:50 am Advisory Commissions: What's In It for Your Program and Your Students? 
(SSS) 
Presented by: Diane Campbell and Amy Ricco in AD234A  

      



 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

 

Academic Integrity at Mercer (CPP) 
Presented by: Ken Howarth  

 

Monday, August 20; 2:00 – 2:50pm; AD120 

Are you cheating your way through cheating 

issues?  

 

Current trends in violations and prevention at 

MCCC and beyond will be presented along with a 

proposal to form a student honor board for some 

violation issues. 

 

 

Active Learning: How, When and Where? 

(TL) 
Presented by: Dr. Joan Goldstein 

 
Friday, August 24; 10:00 – 10:50am; AD130 

Based on blogs I’ve been writing for over the past 
few years, including, AllPrinceton, and The Bank 
Street College of Education, I delight in exploring 
the use of "active learning". Briefly, it involves 
getting the students off their seats and discovering 
knowledge from the field, and then learning to write 
about their discoveries. I do so in my Mercer 
classrooms and am now ready to share with others 
at the college.  

 

Be prepared to take on a field experience! 
Materials: wear comfortable shoes and maybe a 
pad and pen to write on. 

 

 

Advising at Mercer: The First 30 (SSS) 
Presented by: Amy Vondrak 

Monday, August 20; 2:00 – 2:50pm; AD130 

Recent research shows that academic advising can 
be one of the most important contributors to student 
success. How can good advising help students stay 
on track and meet their goals? What is "intrusive 
advising?" What is "developmental advising?" This 
workshop will answer these and other exciting 
advising questions. 

 

 

Advisory Commissions: What's In It for 

Your Program and Your Students? (SSS) 
Presented by: Diane Campbell and Amy Ricco 

 

Friday, August 24; 11:00 – 11:50am; AD234A 

Did you know that Mercer has 28 Advisory 

Commissions?  

 

These groups serve in an advisory capacity to 

college programs, such as Criminal Justice and 

HRIM, and other groups on campus such as EOF 

and Kelsey Theatre. Our most active commissions 

suggest additions to the curriculum and provide 

input from the "the real world" about the skills our 

students will need to be successful after they 

graduate. Some commission members provide 

valuable internship and job opportunities. Who are 

these volunteers and how do these groups 

function?  

 

This workshop is designed for faculty members with 

active Advisory Commissions to share their 

experiences and ideas, and to provide information 

to those who want to know more about 

reinvigorating their commission or starting a new 

one.  

 

 

 

Best Practices in Teaching World (TL) 
Languages 

Presented by: Daniel D’Arpa and Luz Foglietta 

Special Evening Event 

Thursday, August 23; 6:45 – 7:45pm; AD120 

Join us for a discussion of techniques for keeping 

instruction in the target language and ideas for 

connecting language learning with community 

outreach. 

 

 



 

 

The Completion Agenda: What it Means for 
Mercer (CPP) 

Presented by: Linda Scherr and Amy Vondrak 

 
Wednesday, August 22; 3:00 – 3:50pm; AD120 

 The College Completion Agenda is a national call 
to increase the proportion of 25-34 year olds who 
hold an associate degree of higher to 55% by the 
year 2025 in order to make the U.S. the world 
leader in educational attainment. At present, New 
Jersey is 6th in the nation, with a completion rate of 
46%. In order for New Jersey - and Mercer - to do 
our part and contribute to the Completion Agenda, 
we need to focus on high impact educational 
practices that are backed by research and data. 
Please join us for a discussion of some of the high 
impact practices that our peer institutions have put 
into place to move the Completion Agenda forward 
on their campuses.  

 

Curriculum Workshop: The Professor's 

Dilemma (TL) 
Presented by: Karen Bearce 
 
Monday, August 20; 3:00 – 3:50pm; AD130 

 

New course? Revised course? New program? 
Revised program? 
 
Do you know what form to use, who needs to be 
involved, and how long the procedure should take? 
Do you know what mapping is and how to do it?  
 
Join us for a workshop on the ins and outs of 
curricular issues. Learn how to successfully 
navigate the curriculum committee! 
 
 
 

Dollars to the Door: Enhancing Mercer 

Programs and Services (CPP) 
Presented by: Dr. Melissia Zanjani, Amy Frangione and 

Kay Eaton 

 

Wednesday, August 22; 1:00 – 1:50pm; AD130 

 

How are funds raised to support Mercer's programs 
and services? How do we reach out to the 
community for support? 

 

Learn how you or your program can participate in 
fundraising activities. The offices in Mercer's 
College Advancement Division - specifically 
Development and Alumni and the Grants Office - 
can help you identify ways to bring in outside funds 
to assist your department. A new guide and a 
manual will be introduced to assist you with your 
fundraising efforts. 

 

 

Ethics Across Curricula (TL) 

Presented by: Ken Howarth 

 
Friday, August 24; 11:00 – 11:50am; AD120 

Who is to say? Isn't that judging people? Are you 
comfortable discussing moral matters as they relate 
to your course content and discussions? While 
Mercer students arrive with some kind of morality 
that ought to be respected, and moral development 
is outside our mandate, education in ethics and 
ethical reasoning is consistent with and explicitly 
part of our general education and core skills goals.  

 

A primer to frame such discussions consistent with 
our mission will be presented.  
 

 

 

 Financial Aid: What Faculty Need to Know 
(SSS) 

Presented by: Amy Vondrak 

 
Monday, August 20; 1:00 – 1:50pm; AD130 

 Your students may be in danger of losing their 
financial aid! 

 

For many students, losing financial aid means 
losing their shot at completing college. This 
workshop will provide important information about 
financial aid regulations to help you guide your 
students and your advisees. Learn what can 
happen when students are withdrawn from class, 
what counts as Satisfactory Academic Progress, 
and how to guide students who come to you for 
help. 

  

 

 



 

How to Teach Writing When You Don't 

Teach Writing Part 1: Assignments, or Why 

Do They Do That? (1.5 Hour Session) (TL) 
Presented by: Carol Bork 

Wednesday, August 22; 1:00 – 2:30pm; AD120 

 

 Do your students turn in papers that don't 
meet your guidelines?  

 Are you tired of reading terrible student 
writing?  

 Do you wonder why students don't follow 
your writing advice?  

 Do you secretly wish you didn't have to 
assign writing at all? (Shh...I won't tell.) 

Spending a little time to re-think your assignments 
up front can save hours of agony while grading! 
This workshop will give you a step-by-step process 
for creating (or revising) assignments to produce 
better student work. 

Sessions Part 1 and Part 2 are related, but not 
sequential. Participants may attend one or both 
sessions. 

 

How to Teach Writing When You Don't 

Teach Writing Part 2: Assignments, or Why 

Do They Do That? (1.5 Hour Session) (TL) 
Presented by Carol Bork 

Wednesday, August 22; 2:30 – 3:50pm; AD120 

 

 Do you spend too much time marking 
papers?  

 Are you tired of correcting student's writing?  

 Do you wonder why you have to make the 
same corrections over and over?  

 Do you secretly worry about your own 
writing? (Shhh...I won't tell.) 

You never have to correct grammar again! At this 
workshop, you will learn how to improve your 
students' writing without spending time making 
corrections. A very brief review of the theory will 
lead to a hands-on workshop. Leave with a tried-
and true method to save time while helping 
students improve their writing at the sentence level. 

 

Sessions Part 1 and Part 2 are related, but not 
sequential. Participants may attend one or both 
sessions. 

 

The Learning Experience of an Online 
Student at Mercer (TL) 

Presented by: Theresa Capra 
 

Monday, August 20; 1:00 – 1:50pm; AD120 

Research shows that community college students 
prefer online courses. In fact, the expansion of 
online learning has been most outstanding at the 
associate level. However, research also 
demonstrates that community college students are 
more likely to fail or withdraw from an online course 
when compared to traditional courses, and when 
compared to their 4-year counterparts. 

Many reasons have been offered, particularly the 
fact that community college students are generally 
academically underprepared. This workshop will 
attempt to shed some light on what the learning 
experience is actually like for a variety of 
community college students across an entire 15 
week college semester. It will further facilitate a 
discussion regarding what needs and 
considerations may exist for this vulnerable 
population. 

 

Prezi ROCKS!!    (2 Hour Session) (TL)                   
Presented by Rodney Hargis and Michael Sullivan 

Friday, August 24; 9:00 – 10:50pm; AD234 

 

 Are you sick and tired of using PowerPoint 
for presentations and class lectures?  

  
Want to explore a z-o-o-m-i-n-g 
presentation tool that you can create and 
deliver over the Web? 

  
Come join Michael Sullivan and Rodney 
Hargis from MercerOnline for a hands-on 
workshop in using PREZI! 

 

What's a PREZI? It's a cloud-based presentation 
software tool, which uses a zoomable canvas to 
create exciting and engaging presentations that can 
be used in the classroom, online, or a mobile 
device!  



During this workshop, participants will be 
introduced to the PREZI tool and will register for an 
educational PREZI account. This will be followed by 
an interactive hands-on guided walkthrough of how 
to develop a short PREZI presentation that can be 
viewed online by the end of the session.  

Come learn about a fun and innovative approach to 
creating presentations!  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Pre-registration for this session is 
required. This session is limited to 18 participants 
and seating is given on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

  

 

Project NASA Blasts Off! (CPP) 

Presented by: Susan Bowen 

 
Monday, August 20; 3:00 – 3:50pm; AD120 

 We have liftoff! 

Join the Project NASA leadership team at Mission 
Control and get an update on the Datatel 
implementation! Demonstrations on the new portal 
and Mercer Mobile Application - MOX will be 
shared and the current mission and launch 
schedule reviewed. We look forward to you joining 
us for exploration and discovery into this uncharted 
territory - no space suit required! 

 

 

Students and Clients to the Door: Marketing 

and Communicating Mercer Programs                                 

and Services (CPP) 
Presented by: Dr. Melissia Zanjani, Lynn Holl, Francis 

Paixao, Wendy Humphrey, and Brad Kent 

 

Wednesday, August 22; 2:00 – 2:50pm; AD130 

 

Do you need professional help with advertising, 

publicity, event coverage, graphic design, 

photography or web services? Learn how MCCC's 

Marketing & Communication team - part of the 

College Advancement Office - can help you 

promote your programs and publicize your special 

events.  

 

Using the guidelines detailed in our newly 

developed Style Guide, this workshop will show you 

how to make the most of our services. Our services 

include graphic design, ad placement, writing, 

photography, and publicity assistance. We produce 

brochures, posters, flyers, forms, the Viking alumni 

newsletter, the college's Annual Report and 

Foundation Annual Report and numerous other 

materials. We also write press releases, digital 

messages and radio ads, and manage the college's 

official social media sites. 

 

 

 

Why We Teach the Way We Do (TL) 

Presented by: Connie Goddard 

 

Friday, August 24; 9:00 – 9:50pm; AD120 

Teaching today is a beleaguered profession. 

Though a talent that takes time to acquire, teaching 

is often under-appreciated by those who have 

never done it. This session, offered by a historian of 

education, will encourage participants to consider 

why they teach the way they do in light of how the 

role of teacher evolved from colonial times until the 

present. New Jersey's role in this evolution will be 

highlighted, along with the "normal" versus 

laboratory approaches to teacher education, 

unionization, and contributions of leading 

educators. Take away question: why are teachers 

more accountable today than students are? 

 


