
New Book By 9/11 Widow Honors 

Husband's Heroic Legacy  

Touched By A Hero captures the heroic essence of Ret. 

Army Colonel Rick Rescorla, featured in the History 

Channel documentary "The Man Who Predicted 9/11."  

 

As Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist James B. Stewart said, Rick Rescorla would still 

be alive today, but made a heroic decision and gave his life to save others.   

(PRWEB) August 20, 2011  

Touched By A Hero – A 9/11 Widow’s Journal of Love & Legacy, by Susan Rescorla, 

tells the story of how her husband, Retired Army Colonel Rick Rescorla, sacrificed his 

life to evacuate nearly 2,700 people from the World Trade Center during the 9/11 

terrorist attacks as Morgan Stanley's Second Vice President for Corporate Security, and 

how his heroism continues to inspire others even 10 years later.  

Touched By A Hero, which includes a foreword by William J. Bennett, former United 

States Secretary of Education, also explores the transformation of Susan's personal 

tragedy into a story of patriotism, and is a testament to the healing power of an 

international community.  

According to Mrs. Rescorla: "I wanted to write a book that not only preserved the legacy 

of Rick, a genuine American hero, but also inspires others to find the hero within 

themselves, the strength to heal from the trauma of loss, and ultimately reawaken to life."  

Rick Rescorla also acted heroically in Vietnam as a platoon leader during the Battle of 

the Ia Drang Valley. A photograph of Rescorla in the heat of battle graces the cover of 

the book We Were Soldiers Once and Young, by Retired Gen. Hal Moore, and veteran 

journalist Joe Galloway. 

A History Channel documentary, "The Man Who Predicted 9/11," first broadcast in 2005, 

also profiles Mr. Rescorla and his warnings of both the 1993 and 2001 terrorist attacks on 

the World Trade Center. 

In addition, on September 10th, the San Francisco Opera will present the first of seven 

performances of the world premiere of Heart of a Soldier, based on the 2002 book by 

Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist James B. Stewart, which profiles Mr. Rescorla’s life. 



The book and opera include a great deal about Susan and Rick’s relatively late in life 

marriage, in which both felt they had finally met their “soulmate.”  

According to Mr. Stewart: "Rick had an unbelievably close relationship with Susan, 

would have been acclaimed a hero that day, and was under no obligation to go back up 

into that inferno. He would still be alive today, but made a heroic decision and gave his 

life to save others.”  

The opera features world renowned baritone Thomas Hampson, singing the role of Rick 

Rescorla, tenor William Burden, as Dan Hill, Rescorla’s best friend, and soprano Melody 

Moore, singing the role of Susan Rescorla. Interviews and correspondence with Mr. 

Hampson, Mr. Hill, Ms. Moore, Mr. Stewart and others are included in Touched By A 

Hero. 

Providing editorial assistance to Susan was David Sandler, president of the Hillsborough, 

New Jersey based Sandler Communication Services. The cover and book design was 

done by Stephanie Ward, owner of TeleSet, also in Hillsborough. 

Published by the Richard C. Rescorla Memorial, Touched By A Hero is available at: 

http://www.amazon.com and http://www.rickrescorla.com. 
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