
 

 

November 17, 2010 

 

Dear Mercer Faculty, Administrators, Staff, and Students: 

 

Beginning Monday, November 30, faculty, students, and staff will be coming together 

to present “It Gets Better” Week – five days of lunchtime presentations and forums 

designed to help the Mercer community respond to the needs and challenges of a 

diverse student body. 

 

In the wake of recent suicides by LGBT youth, people around the country have been posting messages on the 

internet addressed to young people at risk, urging them to have hope and telling them “it gets better.”  This 

inspired the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Friends club (The LGBTF) to create an entire week of 

events centered on this message.  We have two goals for the events.  First, we want to send a message of hope 

to all Mercer students who feel marginalized or targeted as a result of who they are.  Second, we want to offer 

resources and education to faculty, staff, and administrators.  We know you are dedicated to student success, 

and we believe you can help students succeed even more by contributing to the creation of a healthier, more 

accepting campus environment. 

 

Events take place from 12:00 - 1:15 p.m. in the Student Center (SC) building.  The Student Government 

Association is providing free lunch to all who attend! 

 

The schedule of events is as follows (events are subject to change): 

 

 

Please join us for any or all of these events, and please help us spread word.  Share information about the 

events with students, peers, colleagues, and anyone on campus who you think would be interested.  This is 

our chance to come together as a college and show our collective strength and support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The LGBTF 

Monday, 11/29, Room SC151: Hope and Resilience: Depression and Suicide Prevention 

     Facilitated by Mercer counselor Dr. Valerie Brooks-Klein 

 

Tuesday, 11/30, Room SC104: Diversity at Mercer: Challenges and Goals 

     Facilitated by Mercer’s Social Justice Taskforce 

 

Wednesday, 12/1, Room SC104: Community Resources for Students Beyond Mercer 

     Featuring Presentations by Community and Religious Leaders 

 

Thursday, 12/2, Room SC151: Safe Schools Step Up  

     Facilitated by GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network) 

 

Friday, 12/3, Room SC211: Help Starts At Home: Being “Out” to Family and Friends 

     Facilitated by The LGBTF 

 


