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The Possible Dream 
Mauer Productions OnStage brings‘Man of La Mancha’ to Kelsey Theatre 
Thursday, January 29, 2009 2:05 PM EST
By Anthony Stoeckert   

 
 

THERE’S more to Man of La Mancha than “The Impossible 
Dream.” 
 
   The perennial musical has had five Broadway runs and is a 
staple among the community theater set but most people would 
be hard-pressed to name any of the show’s other songs. In 
fact, a New York Times review of the 2002 Broadway revival 
doesn’t mention any tune from the show by name aside from 
the iconic anthem. 
 
   ”I’ve always laughed about how (the audience will) come and 
sit for an hour and a half just to hear ‘The Impossible Dream,’ 
because that’s the only song the general public remembers 
from the show,” says Daniel Petrovich, who is playing 
Cervantes/Don Quixote in Man of La Mancha at Kelsey 
Theatre Feb. 6 through 15. “And the music is so beautiful and 
sets up the whole period... it’s just an incredible piece of 
theater.” 
 
   Mr. Petrovich is on something of a La Mancha streak. He had 
just finished a run of the show at the MunOpCo Music Theater 
in Allentown, Pa., (near where he lives) two weeks before 
Mauer Productions OnStage held its auditions. In preparing for 
the Allentown staging, Mr. Petrovich searched the Internet for a 
production he could see. What he found instead was the 
audition notice for the production at Kelsey. 
 
   ”It’s a distance for me,” he says of the 90-minute drive to his 
home. But he works in Willow Grove, Pa., which is about 40 
minutes from Kelsey, so he decided to take on the long 

commute in order to wear knight’s armor again. 
   Mr. Petrovich may be familiar with his Mancha role (make that roles) but there 
are some differences between the two productions. In particular, he says the 
sets are designed differently and require completely different blocking. The cast, 
of course, is different as well, and the actor says he’s tackling his Kelsey run as if 
starting over. 
 
   ”Everything is fresh each time I do it,” Mr. Petrovich says. “People who work 
with me tell me I never cement anything, because something may strike me 
differently each night... This is the first time I’ve gone away from my home 
theater company, and it’s been an excellent experience. I really enjoy the people 
and the company.” 
 
   The show by Dale Wasserman (book), Joe Darion (lyrics) and Mitch Leigh 
(music) is inspired by Mr. Wasserman’s late ‘50s teleplay, I, Don Quixote (which 
was influenced by Miguel de Cervantes’ novel Don Quixote). It premiered on 
Broadway in 1965. Its story follows a character named Cervantes, an actor, 
writer and tax collector who, along with his manservant, is thrown in jail. There, 
he must stand before his fellow prisoners in a mock trial. Cervantes transforms 
himself into Alonso Quijana, who takes the name Don Quixote, then gives the 
name Sancho Panza to his manservant. 
 
   Adventure follows as Quixote battles windmills, his mortal enemy, and charges 
himself with protecting Aldonza, a prostitute he believes is the noble Lady Dulcinea. Aldonza, uncomfortable with being treated with kindness, is 
skeptical of Cervantes/Quixote’s kindness. 
 
   Playing Aldonza is Meera Mohan, of Plainsboro, who has acted at Kelsey before, but is making her Mauer debut with the show. 
 
   ”One of the things that’s been most challenging is (the fact that) it’s easy to simplify Aldonza and make her one-dimensional,” Ms. Mohan says. 
“She’s just this prostitute and... I imagine it’s easy to distance yourself from her and say, ‘Well, I have nothing to do with this... she’s just this 
angry little slut next door.’ But in certain ways I feel like audience members should be working through the journey with Aldonza.” 
 
   Ms. Mohan also sees Aldonza as representing hope, appropriate, perhaps, at a time when many Americans are putting their hope in the hands 
of a new president. 
 
   ”We’ve all been through those things where we harden our hearts and we learn not to trust people,” she says. “And I feel that as we grow older 
and we become adults, we lose that sort of starry-eyed willingness to hope and dream. And she’s the one who has to go through that journey of 
letting go of all those barriers and beginning to believe that she can believe.” 
 
   Playing Sancho Panza is Sam Rosalsky, a dentist who in lives Berkeley Heights. He had auditioned for Mauer Productions before, but is 
making his debut with the company in Man of La Mancha. “They liked me this time,” he says. 
 
   ”I like the music and I thought I fit the part, a little chubby old guy, a sidekick,” Mr. Rosalsky says of why he auditioned for the role. “I figured I 
could do it. When I sing I’m funny and when I don’t sing I’m funny so I figured it was a good part for me.” 
 
   Mr. Rosalsky points out that singing isn’t the most important aspect of playing Sancho. 
 
   ”He has to be sensitive and caring, and he has to be the grownup to take care of Quixote,” he says. “The singing shouldn’t be so” — he pauses 
— “good. You shouldn’t sound like an operatic tenor when you’re singing Sancho, it’s definitely a character voice.” 
 
Man of La Mancha is at Kelsey Theatre on the campus of Mercer County Community College, 1200 Old Trenton Road, West Windsor, Feb. 6-
15. Performances: Fri.-Sat. 8 p.m. (additional matinee Feb. 7, 2 p.m.), Sun. 2 p.m. Tickets cost $16, $14 seniors, $12 students/children; (609) 
570-3333; www.kelseyatmccc.org  

  

Meera Mohan and Daniel Petrovich star in Man of La Mancha at Kelsey 
Theatre.
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