
AN HONORARY GIFT CAMPAIGN
TO NAME THE MCCC FITNESS CENTER

IN HONOR OF
PROFESSOR BOB PUGH

Mercer County Community College Foundation is 
coordinating an honorary gift campaign to name the 
Mercer County Community College Fitness Center in 
honor of Professor Bob Pugh, who is retiring in June of 
2018 after 46 years as a member of the MCCC faculty. 

Our goal is to create a dedicated fund of $100,000 or 
more to upgrade and replace the Center’s fitness and 
health equipment.  This one-year initiative will culmi-
nate with Bob’s retirement in 2018 and the naming of 
the Fitness Center in his honor.

TO MAKE YOUR GIFT
To make your contribution, visit www.mccc.edu/fit-
nesscenter or call MCCC Foundation at 609-570-3608.

For the past 45 years, Robert L. Pugh, Physical Educa-
tion professor at Mercer County Community College, 
has dedicated his career to the health and education 
of area youth and young adults through his support 
and promotion of athletics and physical fitness.

Bob began his career at MCCC in 1972, when the 
college opened its West Windsor Campus. He served 
as assistant coach for the men’s basketball team for six 
years, helping guide the Vikings squad to two national 
championships.  He also served as head coach for two 
years, a year as MCCC’s Athletics director, 15 years as 
president of the Faculty Association, and as coordinator 
of Mercer’s Health and Physical Education Program. Bob 
launched MCCC’s summer sports camp program in 1973 
and he was a Division I basketball official for 25 years.

Bob’s many awards include the 2016 MCCC Distin-
guished Teacher of the Year Award, the MCCC Com-
munity Service Award, the Central Jersey Basketball 
Officials 40 years of service award, the Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference Supervisor’s Award, the New Jer-
sey Interscholastic Athletic Association Sports Award 
and Bob Kanaby Service Award, and the Metro/NJ 
Service Award and the John P. Nucatola awards from 
the Collegiate Basketball Officials Association.

Bob earned his bachelor’s degree from West Virginia 
State College and his master’s from The College of 
New Jersey. He lives in Hamilton Square with Brenda, 
his wife of 43 years.  As Bob proudly says, “I have three 
beautiful daughters and two adorable granddaughters.”
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ENSURE THE
FITNESS CENTER 
STAYS FIT!
In Honor of
Professor Bob Pugh



The relationship between health and fitness 
has been a hallmark of the MCCC  curriculum 
and its highly successful Athletics Program 
since coursework in Physical Education was es-
tablished by then Director of Athletics Al Leis-
ter in 1973. In the ensuing years, the Fitness 
Center at Mercer has grown to serve 10 inter-
collegiate teams, thousands of students who 
learn lifetime health and fitness lessons and 
a robust program of recreational activities in-
volving more than 500 participants each year. 
The college’s A.S. degree program in Exercise 
Science, which was introduced in 2005, cur-
rently enrolls some 125  students.

The Fitness Center is open 14 hours a day to all 
members of the college community and their 
spouses and families and some 200 members 
from the surrounding Mercer County commu-
nity.  Priced to be affordable for county citizens, 
MCCC’s Fitness Center competes successfully 
for membership with numerous private and 
institutional fitness centers in the area. 

Keeping the price of membership low is a chal-
lenge.  With some of the equipment in use well 
beyond its anticipated lifetime, the College 
seeks to acquire new fitness equipment that 
will help it better serve the community.

The Honorary Fund that MCCC Foundation is 
spearheading will provide the funds to create 
an optimal workout setting for all.  Our goal is 
$100,000. A portion of the funding will be used to 
purchase the initial equipment needed to improve 
the fitness experience, while the balance will help 
the college maintain the equipment in this im-
portant community facility.

All contributors to the Fund will be recognized 
on a donor plaque of names in the Fitness Center.  
They also will be among the special guests invited 
to the rededication of the Fitness Center in Profes-
sor Pugh’s name when fundraising is complete. 

It is our sincere hope that this fundraising ef-
fort will create a lasting tribute to Professor 
Pugh, an individual who has dedicated his life 
to health, fitness and Mercer County Commu-
nity College. We invite you to join with all of 
Bob’s friends, former students, faculty mem-
bers, and colleagues in the field in making 
our Fitness Center one that contributes to the 
health of our community for decades to come.
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